
Can we 
make a 
difference?
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We are.
Every 
day.
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If we try to imagine the America of 2030 
and beyond, we will only be as strong as the 
investment we make in all our children today.  

Save the Children’s U.S. Programs fights to
ensure that every child gets a fair chance in life.
Save the Children works in impoverished rural
communities across America, providing early
childhood education, literacy, physical activity, 
and nutrition programming as well as emergency 
relief. Our programs are proven and deliver 
powerful results.

“We’re living in a country where 
every child should have an equal 
opportunity. Save the Children 
is helping us reach that goal 
through education.  I’ve seen these 
programs, and I know they
work.”

Julianne Moore 

Save the Children artiSt ambaSSador

70,000
children living in impoverished 
rural communities benefit from Save 
the Children’s u.S. Programs

did you know that 1 out of 5 children lives in poverty in the United States?

our PrograMS





In partnership with schools and community-
based organizations, Save the Children’s early 
education program, Early Steps to School 
Success, provides crucial education services 
to children from birth to age five, support to 
parents, and training to community educators. 
This home-visitation program has had excellent 
results: children scored within the normal range 
on the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT), 
outperforming other longstanding early
childhood education programs, despite a variety 
of serious risk factors. 

 “I am proud to advocate with 
Save the Children to fight for the 
day when every toddler in the 
United States has access to the 
kind of early childhood education 
programs that are proven to 
ensure a lifetime of success.” 

Jennifer garner 

Save the Children artiSt ambaSSador

84%
of three-year-olds in Save the 
Children’s early childhood program 
scored at or above the normal range 
on a key vocabulary test

did you know that 90% of a child’s mind is developed from birth to age five, but the 
U.S. only spends 14% of public dollars on education on children under five?

Putting the YoungeSt Children on a Path to SuCCeSS
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Education is one of the most direct and viable 
pathways out of poverty, yet many of the 2.6 
million poor children in rural America lack the 
literacy skills they need to succeed.  Working 
with local schools, Save the Children provides 
children in kindergarten through sixth grade 
with the tools they need to develop reading skills 
and the guidance and support they need to grow 
as readers. Children read an average of 63 books 
throughout the year.

“For the second year in a row, 
Monarch Elementary met our 
state test standards! This is huge 
for our school, and I always say it 
is because we have had the extra 
tutoring and help from our Save 
the Children program.”

PrinCiPal anita ManeSS 

monarCh elementary  

Union, SoUth Carolina

81%
increase in percentage of children 
reading at or above grade level in 
Save the Children programs

did you know that in poor communities there is an average of 1 book per 300 kids?

Bringing the fundaMental tool for learning to thouSandS of KidS 
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To fight the obesity epidemic in America, which 
is especially pronounced in rural areas, Save 
the Children created the Creating Healthy, 
Active & Nurturing Growing-up Environments 
(CHANGE) program. The program provides 
children with at least 30 minutes of physical 
activity and a healthy snack each day. 

CHANGE is offered in more than 136 Save the 
Children-supported after-school, in-school and 
summer program sites in 12 states.  

“The path to a brighter future 
for America’s kids is innovative 
and cost-effective programs that 
do one thing: get results.  Save 
the Children’s U.S. Programs is a 
model that needs to be replicated 
across the country.”

Sen. lindSeY grahaM

r-SC

14,000
kids received healthy foods like 
apples and carrots and engaged in 
regular physical activity through 
through Save the Children’s 
programs

did you know that 1 out of 2 kids are obese or overweight in rural America?

taCKling the Childhood oBeSitY ePideMiC at itS ePiCenter 



14,000
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The disasters of recent years—from Katrina 
to the California Wildfires to floods in the 
Midwest—have revealed some profound gaps in 
the national strategy for emergency response, 
especially when it comes to safeguarding 
children. Save the Children’s Domestic 
Emergencies Unit is committed to reducing 
the impact of disasters on children through 
preparedness, response, recovery, and advocacy 
work. Save the Children also helps communities 
at high risk for disaster become better prepared, 
reducing the risk to children.

“When disaster strikes, it is often 
our children who suffer most 
amidst the chaos.  As a mother of 
two young children, I am proud to 
partner with Save the Children to 
fight for disaster relief planning 
that incorporates the unique 
needs of children and ensures the 
safety of every man, woman and
child in America.”

Sen. KirSten gilliBrand

d-ny

200,000
children and caregivers affected by 
hurricane Katrina were helped by 
Save the Children

did you know that 38 out of 50 states states don’t meet the minimum standards to
protect children during a natural disaster or terror attack?

When diSaSter StriKeS, enSuring the needS of Children are Met 



200,000



“I’m proud to partner with Save the 
Children’s U.S. Programs, because 
they demonstrate extraordinary 
leadership, vigor and commitment 
to reversing the effects of 
poverty on America’s kids.  Most 
important, they get results.”

reP. JaMeS ClYBurn 
d-SC



Photo Credit erin Spencer 



Mark Shriver, Senior vice president for u.S. programs

2000 L Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20036 •  202-640-6600  •  www.savethechildren.org/usa

We 
need 
you.
For more information about  Save the Children’s 
U.S. Programs and how to support our work, go to 
savethechildren.org/USA.
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