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THANK YOU
Your investment in children creates 
a brighter future.



You help make a powerful difference in the futures of countless children. The 
programs you support have an immediate impact, and also help launch a legacy 
of care for generations to come.

Together, we are global leaders as we strive to deliver a healthy start, the 
opportunity to learn and protection from harm for all children — no matter who 
they are or where they live.

I hope this report will encourage and inspire you. You’ll get updates from Nepal, 
South Sudan, the United States, Mexico and more, which all demonstrate the 
power of your investments.

As you read these accounts, take 
heart knowing you are the reason 
the children featured, and many 
more, have the best chance for  
a brighter future. 

Sincerely, 
 

Carolyn Miles 
President & CEO

EVERY CHILD  
DESERVES A CHANCE
YOU GIVE THEM  
THE BEST ONE

INSIDE:
Pg 3 • Highlights from the past year 

Pg 4 • Meet the children you’re helping

Pg 10 • Spotlight on a crisis 

Carolyn speaks with a 
Kenyan mother about 
how she’s been affected 
by drought in the region.
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A LOOK BACK ON A YEAR OF ACHIEVEMENTS

YOU are the reason we continue to make innovative 
advances in health, education and safety for children.

Children with disabilities 
are some of the most 
marginalized in the world. 

You help open and operate child 
care centers that offer rehabilitation, 
community integration and support 
services for families. 

You give children here at 
home the best foundation 
possible through our Early 

Steps to School Success home visiting 
program. Trained specialists are 
equipped to increase early childhood 
education knowledge and provide 
learning resources in struggling, 
impoverished communities.

Thanks to you, during an 
emergency, COMPASS — 
a humanitarian response 

program — allows crisis responders 
to evaluate the resources they need 
against concerns such as cholera, 
vaccination rates, violence and 
demographics. COMPASS then outlines 
the ideal response.

Kangaroo Mother Care 
programs you support 
provide training for mothers 

with preterm infants. Prolonged skin-
to-skin contact encourages bonding 
and enables babies to breastfeed at 
will, giving them the energy to produce 
their own body heat. 



In rural Nigeria, 1-year-old Oumar  
is a living example of the importance 
of the programs you fund.

When drought killed the family’s 
crops and left them with nothing 
to eat, baby Oumar suffered most. 
Hunger took over and he began to 
waste away — his growth stalled at 
just 11 pounds and his tiny body was 
skeletal. Without immediate care, he 
would likely die. 

His mother Mariam, desperate not to 
lose her son, strapped Oumar to her 
back and began the difficult journey 
north across the border into Niger, 
toward a Save the Children-supported 
hospital. 

By the time they arrived, Oumar  
was suffering from uncontrollable 
vomiting and diarrhea. Health 
workers quickly diagnosed him with 
severe acute malnutrition. This 
preventable and treatable condition 
claims the lives of millions of children 
like Oumar each year.

OUMAR IS ALIVE AND THRIVES  
BECAUSE OF SUPPORTERS LIKE YOU

1-year-old Oumar 
almost didn’t survive 
severe malnutrition.

After just two days of hydration, 
feeding and round-the-clock 
care at Save the Children’s 
stabilization center, Oumar began 
to recover. Today, he is on track to 
grow up healthy and happy, just 
as every child deserves.
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YOU EQUIP HEALTH 
WORKERS TO 
PROTECT MOTHERS 
AND BABIES
Violet is a nurse at a Save the Children-
supported hospital you helped build in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

This African country has been devastated 
by conflict and humanitarian disasters.  
It has one of the world’s poorest health 
systems and nearly one in five children 
don’t live to see their fifth birthday. 
Here, Violet specializes in HIV and 
maternal health. 

After being trained by Save the Children, 
Violet has become her community’s 
go-to expert on family planning and 
provides one-on-one counseling to  
100 patients each month.

Since the introduction of the family 
planning program, Violet has seen 
a dramatic reduction in unplanned 
pregnancies and maternal deaths. 
As word spreads about the importance 
of family planning and being able to 
properly care for children, Violet is 
able to reach more families with vital 
information.

Your support helps address the family 
planning and reproductive health needs 
of women and girls living in some of 
the harshest environments.

Over the past five years, we have 
empowered 220,000 women to start 
a modern method of family planning 
in more than a dozen crisis-affected 
countries.

Violet, who was 
trained by  

Save the Children, 
specializes in HIV and 

maternal health.

Violet counsels Karyere,  
20, on family planning.



THANKS TO YOU, 
KIDS LIKE PRESTON 
HAVE A BRIGHT 
FUTURE AHEAD 
In a remote California farming 
community, poverty and un-
employment rates are high and 
support services for new parents are 
limited. However, 2-year-old Preston 
has the best chance to beat the odds. 

Preston’s mom Kristy didn’t have  
a stable upbringing herself and was 
not sure how she could provide the 
right opportunities for her children 
to thrive. Thanks to our Early Steps 
to School Success program, Kristy 
received critical guidance and 
resources to help ensure a healthy 
pregnancy. After Preston was born, 
she learned to successfully support 
her child’s growth and development.

Frequent home visits from Victoria — 
an early childhood specialist who 
supports nearly 20 families in the 
area — helped Kristy navigate early 
health concerns like jaundice. And 
today, Victoria helps Kristy identify 
teachable moments in everyday 
activities, which help with Preston’s 
verbal and concentration skills.

Kristy’s 11-year-old son Parker 
previously participated in the Early 
Steps book exchange program right 
before he entered kindergarten, 
regularly receiving new books to 
stimulate his early literacy skills. Soon 
Preston will follow in his footsteps. 

The home visits you make 
possible have equipped Kristy 
to be her children’s first and 
best teacher. Like so many other 
parents throughout the U.S., 
Kristy sees incredible results. 

Little Preston is mastering 
early literacy, numeracy  
and language skills, thanks 
to supporters like you.



*Name changed for protection.

Children who suffer emotional 
trauma require special care to 
heal and recover. This is why the 
Save the Children HEART (Healing 
and Education through the Arts) 
programs you sustain are so important. 

Marina is from Mexico City and 
suffered major loss in her young 
life. The preschooler lives in a rough 
neighborhood that struggles with gang 
violence, drug trafficking and addiction 
problems. Young Marina also had to 
come to grips with the recent death  
of her beloved grandfather.

Thankfully, her preschool used HEART 
activities to help her deal with the loss. 
They adopted very specific techniques 
that allow Marina to express her 
feelings with drawing, creating a path 
through her grief to recovery. 

Around the world children affected 
by serious or chronic stress from 
poverty, violence or other traumatic 
events find healing in painting, music, 
drama, and other art forms. You 
help establish HEART programs in 
preschools, youth curriculum and 
summer programs in 15 countries.

CHILDREN LIKE 
MARINA FIND  
NEW HOPE WITH 
YOUR HELP

*Name changed for protection.
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Marina* has a passion for 
painting, and it’s helping her 
deal with some tough issues.



YOU HELP REUNITE 
FAMILIES TORN 
APART BY WAR
After a snakebite forced 24-year-old 
Amou to leave her daughters, ages 
5, 7 and 9, in the care of a relative, she 
thought she would see them a few 
days later. 

However, Amou would not see her 
daughters again for three years.  
At the time, South Sudan was on the 
brink of civil war, and while Amou was 
away, armed men raided her village 
with guns and torches. 

Her daughters fled and spent the 
next eight days in a bush, in fear for 
their lives, without a drop of water to 
drink. Eventually, they managed to 
locate their uncle, who became their 
caretaker for the next three years. 

When Amou returned from her hospital 
visit, she was horrified to find her 

home reduced to ashes and her village 
now a ghost town. She believed her 
daughters had been killed, along with 
many other families. 

Three years went by with no word 
about her children. Then Amou 
learned about a Save the Children 
program you help support which was 
registering lost children and tracking 
down families. She approached a 
staffer in her town, and an intense 
search led to the girls finally being 
reunited with their mother. Today, 
they live happily in a small home and 
the girls are all back in school.

Save the Children has reunited 
5,083 South Sudanese children 
with their families to date.
Efforts are ongoing to trace the 
families of the more than 7,026 
children still separated from 
their caregivers.

*Name changed for protection.

Amou* was finally reunited 
with her daughters after being 
separated for three years. 



In rural Nepal, you helped make 17-year-
old Neelam a fighter — for all the right 
reasons. She’s a child rights champion 
and, with your support, she campaigns 
against child marriage in her community. 

She was first told she would be married  
at age 15 by her family who found 
a suitor and set a date. At the time, 
Neelam and her family did not 
understand being married at such a 
young age and leaving school had 
serious repercussions. In preparation 
for the marriage, Neelam dropped 
out of grade 10 for a year.

Then, she heard of the activities 
of a Save the Children 
supported child club —  
a community structure 
created to educate the 
public on child protection 
rights, particularly the 
risks of child marriage. 
The constant engagement 
between Neelam’s family 
and the child club led her 
family to stop the marriage 
and re-enroll her in school. 
Today, she uses her story and 
her voice to raise awareness 
about the devastating effects 
forced marriage can have on  
a child’s health and future.

YOU EMPOWER 
CHILDREN LIKE 
NEELAM TO MAKE  
A DIFFERENCE

Neelam is an advocate for child 
rights after standing up against 
her own early marriage.
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You could say water is the most 
important thing in the world. After all, 
we need it to survive. It is the lifeblood 
that fuels everything we do — from 
our own bodies and energy, to hygiene 
to farming and more. And still, every 
day, millions of children suffer without 
access to clean water. 

Worse, the water children do drink is 
dirty, contaminated and, far too often, 
a death sentence. Diarrhea — one of 
the leading causes of child mortality    
 — would not be nearly as lethal with 
global access to clean water. 

Those who survive the diseases in 
dirty water must often walk hours 
each day to fetch it. The trek these 
young kids take can be dangerous, 
while also forcing them to sacrifice 
precious time that could be spent 
learning, reading and playing. 

Every child deserves to have clean, safe 
water. We can provide this through:

✔ Dug and drilled wells
✔ Water pumps 
✔ Purification tablets
✔ Latrines

Save the Children has a proven track 
record of establishing water projects 
in communities to ensure they have 
a sustainable source of water for 
generations to come. 

A young girl collects contaminated 
water to drink from a dug hole in 
her community.

Thanks to your incredible 
support, we are able to have a 
positive impact on communities 
and children in need.
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We count on the help of partners like you to reach children 
and families in desperate need of this lifesaving resource.

You’ve helped provide critical essentials for vulnerable 
children around the world like clean, safe water from 
dug and drilled wells, along with nutritious food, 
medicine and more.

With your continued support, we can save more lives and 
transform more communities. 

A clean water crisis  
is affecting children



If you have any questions about our work or would like more 
information on our programs, please feel free to contact us at 
1-800-728-3843 or leadershipcircle@savechildren.org

501 Kings Highway East, Suite 400, Fairfield, CT 06825
Donate Online: SavetheChildren.org/LeadershipCircle
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HOW ELSE CAN WE HELP?

SAVE THE CHILDREN BELIEVES EVERY CHILD DESERVES A FUTURE. 

In the United States and around the world, we work every day to give 
children a healthy start in life, the opportunity to learn and protection 
from harm. When crisis strikes, and children are most vulnerable, we are 
always among the first to respond and the last to leave. We ensure 
children’s unique needs are met and their voices are heard. We deliver 
lasting results for millions of children, including those hardest to reach.

We do whatever it takes for children — every day and in times of 
crisis — transforming their lives and the future we share.
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