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Investing in the Promise of Childhood
One hundred years ago, our founder Eglantyne Jebb raised her voice to 

advocate for the needs of children affected by World War l.  She sparked a 

movement that endures to this day. A movement that declares every child has 

the right to survive, learn and be protected.  

This year as we turn 100, Eglantyne’s vision remains at the heart of all we do.  

Our $100 million Promise of Childhood Campaign is driving our ability to 

achieve the seemingly impossible. We are responding to the most critical 

issues affecting children in new and different ways – from investing in 

innovative diagnostic tools to end childhood deaths from pneumonia  

to restoring access to education for refugee children.   

 

We invite you to make a bold new investment in this campaign – because 

every act on behalf of a child starts a ripple of change that transforms 

the course of their life and the future we share. Help make the promise  

of childhood a reality. 

  

Carolyn Miles

President & CEO
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I am honored to be the new Board Chair leading us into a second century 

of remarkable progress. I am excited to be a part of the Promise of Childhood 

Campaign, accelerating our work today and ensuring our programs 

for tomorrow.

Joining the Board of Trustees in 2003 changed my life. I was introduced 

to this incredibly talented organization and the good work they do for the 

most deprived and marginalized children in some of the most challenging 

environments. I also got a chance to work for a very engaged and  

committed Board of Trustees that works hard to make sure each  

dollar donated is spent effectively. 

Over the years, I’ve traveled to a number of our programs in the U.S. and 

around the world. These visits really bring our mission to life. In Kentucky, 

Arkansas, Puerto Rico and Guatemala, I saw the challenges of rural poverty, 

and parents getting their young children access to early education. I was 

recently in rural India and met young girls who were finishing school instead 

of getting married. Just two examples of how we are delivering lasting results 

for children, including those hardest to reach. 

On behalf of Save the Children Trustees, please join us by supporting our 

ambitious vision – making sure that all children grow up healthy, learning 

and safe.

Brad Irwin

Board Chair 
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“Save the Children is often told 
  that its aims are impossible – 
  that there has always been 
  child suffering and there always 
  will be... It’s impossible only if 
  we refuse to attempt it.”

– Eglantyne Jebb, Save the Children Founder
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Child sponsorship is launched in 1919 to save 

starving children in the wake of World War I. 

Jebb drafts the historic Declaration of the  

Rights of the Child, adopted by the League  

of Nations in 1924. Our efforts in the U.S  

begin with the distribution of food, clothing  

and school supplies to children in Appalachia 

hard hit by the Depression. 

Our programs span 120 countries and 

six continents. Save the Children is the first 

international NGO allowed in Vietnam after 

the fall of Saigon. In 1989, the UN adopts the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, based 

on Jebb’s vision for children. We are at the 

forefront of global efforts to reduce maternal 

and child mortality.

1919-1959
Children Deserve a Better World

1960-1999
Our Pioneering Leadership

Photo: Save the Children Photo: Save the Children

100 Years of Change for Children
Our extraordinary story begins in 1919, when our founder Eglantyne Jebb launched the pioneering fight to 

save suffering children across war-torn Europe, which soon inspired a global movement. She was the first 

person to declare the rights of the child and demand the world take responsibility to ensure those rights 

are realized. A hundred years later, Save the Children continues to be driven by the same clear  

and compelling vision, courage and compassion.

Save the Children organizations around the  

world join together in one global movement.  

We continue to bring proven innovations to scale 

to transform children’s lives and the future we 

share. Always at the forefront when children’s lives 

are at stake, we put our courage and care to the 

test in the fight against Ebola. In 2018, we helped 

migrant children on the U.S. border, children 

starving in Yemen and many more. 

Together, we will deliver on our vision – a 

future in which every last child survives, 

learns and is protected.

2000-2019 
One Global Vision

2020 and Beyond
For Every Child, A Future

Photo: Jonathan Hyams Photo: Save the Children

76 Save the Children



We’ve Made Significant Progress
Fueled by your visionary support, Save the Children and the global humanitarian 

community have contributed to significant and sustainable progress for children 

at home and around the world.  In just the past two decades:

91% of children in the developing  

world are now enrolled in school.

Photo: Jordan J. Hay

The number of children stunted due  

to malnutrition has fallen by one third.

The child mortality rate has been reduced 

by half – from over 12 million to 5.9 million.

There are 1 billion fewer people  

living in extreme poverty.
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The Promise of Childhood Campaign
In commemoration of our 100th anniversary, we are partnering with loyal 

supporters and new visionaries to transform the world for all children – 

particularly the most deprived girls and boys living in the most remote and 

difficult situations. Our Promise of Childhood Campaign is an ambitious effort 

to secure $100 million in new funds to accelerate the global breakthroughs  

we have achieved for children today and ensure our programs for tomorrow. 

Together, we can reach children who are missing out on an education due  

to gender, poverty or displacement. Children who are dying from pneumonia 

and other preventable causes before their 5th birthday. Those suffering from 

violence, exploitation and neglect. The millions who are out of school, unable to 

reach their true potential. And girls, who in many places, are still not afforded 

the same opportunities as boys.  

Save the Children believes every child deserves a future. Your investment will 

help us deliver lasting results for millions of children, including those hardest  

to reach – every day and in times of crisis.  
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– Jennifer Garner, Save the Children Trustee

“In an age when we wonder how we 
  might best compete with the rest of
  the world – how many Albert Einsteins
  and F. Scott Fitzgeralds, how many
  Amelia Earharts and Katherine Johnsons 
  and Bill Gateses – how many people
 could have changed this country if
  only they had access to high-quality
  early childhood education programs
 like Save the Children’s?”
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Save the Children’s highest priority is to meet the urgent 

needs of marginalized children in a rapidly evolving 

landscape. At the same time, we must seek longer-term 

investments to ensure that gains for children today are 

maintained into the future. To reflect that mix of immediate 

and longer-term goals, Save the Children established 

several categories of support for individual, corporate  

and foundation donors:

Catalytic funds to drive immediate change for children, 

with the opportunity to target a specific program or 

geographic area.

Endowment funds that generate income to support our 

leaders today and make sure we have the funds to meet the 

challenges of tomorrow.

Legacy bequests, charitable trusts and other planned gifts 

that leave your mark on the world in perpetuity.  

When you invest in the Promise of Childhood Campaign, 

you are supporting a 100-year legacy of lasting change 

for children. Change that ripples throughout their lives, 

their families, their communities and our world. Ultimately, 

transforming the future we share. 
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An Investment in Childhood

Program
Excellence

Drive catalytic change by scaling up proven, 

evidence-based programs to reach the 

world’s most vulnerable children.

Global 
Impact

Mobilize supporters, innovate new solutions  

and develop best-in-class technology to set  

a new standard for program delivery.

World Class
Leadership

Partner with governments, global leaders and 

other influencers to drive decisions that result  

in long-term, systemic solutions for children. 
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Centennial Priorities  
Goal $100 Million
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PROGRAM EXCELLENCE

WE PROMISE TO GET REFUGEE CHILDREN BACK TO LEARNING

Today, an unprecedented number of children have been forcibly displaced and lost 

everything they once knew – their homes, their friends and access to basic services, 

including education. More than half of all refugee children – 3.7 million – are not  

in school and unlikely to return.

 

Save the Children knows that a quality education in a safe and protective environment 

must underpin the life of every girl and boy, especially when all else is in flux. Our 

new Return to Learning Initiative restores learning activities within 30 days of 

displacement.

 

With seed funding from generous donors, we have developed the Return to 

Learning Package that consists of a toolkit of lesson plans, training modules and 

game-based activities, and an assessment tool that enables us to quickly capture 

and accommodate the literacy, numeracy and social-emotional needs of 

displaced children.

 

Going forward, we will roll out Return to Learning in several countries, such as 

Lebanon, Uganda, Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Somalia, and preposition staff and 

teaching/learning materials in regional offices so we are ready whenever families 

are displaced. We will also advocate at the global and country level to ensure 

adequate financial support for refugee education.

 

Your investment will help ensure that education is a core component of emergency 

services that all refugee children receive, along with food, water and shelter.
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– Displaced Mother

“When we first came here, he would 
  wake up early and tell me to take him 
  to school. I tried to explain that there 
  is no school here, but he would insist 
  and even cry, saying he wanted to go 
  back home so he can go to school.”
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While education is the surest path out of poverty, many 

children enter kindergarten without the skills they need 

to succeed – and never catch up. That’s why we provide 

a continuum of early learning programs in marginalized 

rural communities that aim to ensure children are ready 

to learn on the first day of school and achieve basic 

proficiency in math and reading by third grade. With 

funding from supporters, we are:

• Developing a Collective Impact approach that brings 

  together education, business, civic and government 

  leaders, and builds local capacity and infrastructure.

• Partnering with our advocacy arm, Save the Children 

  Action Network, to build bipartisan support for 

  

  improving access to high-quality early childhood 

  education services.

• Establish the Center for Rural Poverty to be the force 

  for children in rural America: convene and engage 

  communities, increase private investments, educate and 

  mobilize the public, and hold public officials accountable 

  for improving the lives of their youngest constituents.

• Expanding our footprint in Washington State to reach 

  more children in need of our services.

 

Your investment will give disadvantaged girls and boys 

what every child deserves – a chance to learn.

Pneumonia is the leading cause of death in children under 

the age of 5, claiming nearly one million lives a year. While 

most childhood deaths from pneumonia are preventable and 

treatable, affordable interventions are not reaching the most 

vulnerable in the poorest countries.

To accelerate our work and bring lifesaving care to  

children in nine countries with high rates of pneumonia – 

Bangladesh, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, 

India, Indonesia, Kenya, Nigeria, Somalia and South Sudan  

– we are: 

• Training community health workers to diagnose  

  and treat pneumonia, deliver vaccines and antibiotics, 

  address malnutrition and other underlying conditions, 

  and educate parents on how to detect early warning 

  signs of disease. 

 

• Investing in innovative diagnostic tools, such as pulse  

  oximeters and lung ultrasounds, that can be adapted 

  for use in developing countries. 

• Working with political leaders in the target countries   

  to develop and implement national action plans that

  incorporate pneumonia prevention and treatment 

  strategies. 

Together, we will scale what works and create lasting, 

systemic change for vulnerable children. 

WE PROMISE TO BEND THE CURVE ON CHILDHOOD PNEUMONIAWE PROMISE THAT MORE CHILDREN IN RURAL AMERICA ENTER SCHOOL READY TO LEARN

20 Save the Children 212120 Save the Children



Ph
ot

o:
 T

al
ith

a 
Br

au
er

“There are clear opportunities to 
  have an immediate impact with 
  smart investments in newborn 
  survival. There is also a powerful 
  rationale for making these 
  investments a priority. As soon 
  as we do, we will start writing the 
  next chapter in the terrific story 
  of child survival – and of global 
  development writ large.” 

– Melinda Gates, Co-Chair of the
   Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
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GLOBAL IMPACT

WE PROMISE TO KEEP CHILDREN SAFE IN TIME OF CRISIS

The Murphy-Halaby Endowment for Emergency Assistance, named in honor of 

two former board chairs, Thomas S. Murphy and Najeeb Halaby, is a critical 

component of our humanitarian responses in the U.S. and around the world. 

The endowment provides the resources we need to provide assistance within 

72 hours – the critical time when children need us most. These funds also 

enable us respond to “forgotten emergencies” that are largely unreported 

or are chronic in nature.

 

As we enter our second century, we are more committed than ever to 

becoming THE global leader in emergency response for children. With the 

scale and intensity of humanitarian crises on the rise, our aim is to significantly 

increase the size of the endowment and our capacity to keep children safe.

 

In 2018, we allocated nearly $400,000 from the endowment to emergencies 

from Indonesia to Colombia. We distributed food, clean water and hygiene 

kits. We provided emergency shelter, as well as tools and resources that 

families needed to repair their homes. We provided hospitals with medical 

supplies and fuel, and helped prevent the spread of diseases. We set up  

safe places for children to learn and play – and so much more.  

Your support helps us address the immediate needs of children threatened  

by crises and disasters.
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– Thomas S. Murphy, Save the Children Board Chair 
   Emeritus and Former CEO, Capital Cities/ABC

“There’s no question in my mind 
  that children’s lives are better  
  because of Save the Children’s 
  work. I’ve traveled the globe  
  seeing how compassion,  
  expertise and dedication can 
  help children imagine a better   
  future for themselves – and
 a  better world for all of us.”  
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Gender barriers create challenges for girls in all areas 

in which we work. But our decades of experience 

demonstrate that with the right support, girls can stay in 

school, delay marriage and childbirth, acquire livelihoods 

skills and improve their overall prospects for health 

and well being.

Our newly established Center for Girls and Gender 

Equality aims to keep gender equality at the heart of 

our development and humanitarian work. Through 

our programming, advocacy campaigns and research 

initiatives, we are working to:   

• Eliminate child marriage and other forms 

  of gender-based violence.

• Scale up women’s and girls’ economic empowerment     

  initiatives. 

• Engage men and boys as partners and equitable 

  caregivers. 

• Develop global advocacy and thought leadership. 

• Mainstream gender equality throughout our programs.

With your support, we will realize a future where the 

world’s most vulnerable children are empowered to 

thrive – leading to a better future for us all.

The President’s Fund for Strategic Initiatives provides our 

senior leaders with flexible funding to respond to urgent 

needs and new ideas, as well as initiatives for which other 

funds are scarce. 

Recent gifts to the President’s Fund have provided  

the seed funding to:

• Drive innovative health solutions by, for example,     

  integrating a low-cost, family-centered intervention 

  for at-risk newborns into health facilities with limited 

  space in low-income countries.

• Hire transformational leaders, such as a child 

  health specialist to lead our efforts to curb childhood   

  pneumonia deaths and an expert in gender equality 

  and girls’ empowerment to lead our new Center 

  for Girls and Gender Equality.

• Develop social enterprise and impact investing 

  partnership models to create impact at scale 

  and expanded revenue streams, and more.

Your investment transforms the lives of the most 

disadvantaged children, and the future we share. 

WE PROMISE TO INNOVATE AND LEVERAGE NEW OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET CHILDREN’S NEEDSWE PROMISE TO CREATE A MORE EQUAL TOMORROW
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“A girl is more likely to miss out 
  on school, marry too early and 
  grow up too fast – her childhood   
  lost, her life and future at risk.” 

– Anne Mulcahy, Current Save the Children  
   Trustee, Chair of Save the Children’s Board of 
   Trustees from 2010 - 2017, and Former CEO, 
   Xerox Corporation
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WORLD CLASS LEADERSHIP

WE PROMISE TO DREAM BIG

Save the Children’s thought leaders are programmatic experts who play a 

critical role in shaping global ambitions for children. Gifts to the campaign 

have enabled us to launch Programmatic Impact Funds across all our areas 

of work. These funds provide our thought leaders with the equity they need 

to turn our values into action, strengthen our impact, and influence the 

global dialogue to drive lasting improvements for children.

With early leadership investments in our child protection programs, for 

instance, we are integrating child protection practices into our global 

health, education and livelihoods programs to transform how we address 

violence against children. 

Together, we will ensure that all children – in the U.S. and around the world 

– grow up healthy, learning and safe.
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“Save the Children’s world-class 
  leadership has successfully  
  focused on strategies that deliver 
  positive results to children in need. 
  We need their significant expertise 
  at this critical time, as the needs 
  of children living in poverty have 
  never been greater – both here 
  in the United States and around 
  the world.”

– Robert Daly, Chair of Save the Children’s 
   Board of Trustees from 2005-2010 and 
   Former CEO, Warner Brothers
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The Best Investment You Can Make
Children are the future. By supporting the Promise of Childhood Campaign, you’re making an investment with the power and 

potential to transform children’s lives, changing the course of their futures and ours. An investment in the promise of childhood.
Brad Irwin 
Debra Fine

Thomas S. Murphy

Cynthia Augustine
Irving W. Bailey, II
Abhijit Banerjee
Forrest Berkley
Emmanuel (Manny) Chirico
Mary Dillon
Peter Fasolo
Jennifer Garner
Philip H. Geier, Jr.

Jim Goldman
Charlotte Guyman 
Gabriela Hearst
Ernie Herrman
Dr. Larry Horowitz
Jeremy Kohomban
Rajiv Kumar
Joe Mandato*
David J. Mastrocola
Peg McGetrick*
Carolyn Miles*
Anne S. Mulcahy
Julie Nordstrom
Catherine Oppenheimer*

Cokie Roberts
Joe Roth
Sunil Sani*
Pernille Spiers-Lopez
Tracy McHale Stuart
Helene R. Sullivan
Dawn Sweeney
Judee Ann Williams 
Dona Davis Young

*Members of the Centennial 
  Campaign Council. In addition, 
  Brad Palmer -  Alumni Trustee

Save the Children’s Board of Trustees

Chair 
Vice Chair 

 
Chair Emeritus 
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Save the Children does whatever it takes – 
every day and in times of crisis – transforming 
children’s lives and the future we share.

OUR VISION is a world in which every child attains the 
right to survival, protection, development and participation.

OUR MISSION is to inspire breakthroughs in the way the 
world treats children, and to achieve immediate and lasting 
change in their lives.

OUR VALUES guide our behavior and are the principles 
by which we make decisions: Accountability, Collaboration, 
Integrity, Ambition and Creativity.

“When I realized that it was time for me to start giving back, I used all my 

reportorial skills and investigated various organizations. Save the Children 

is efficacious. It works. All over the world, Save the Children makes an 

incredible difference in children’s lives.”
– Cokie Roberts, Save the Children Trustee,
  Political Commentator, NPR and ABC News
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With you, the seemingly
impossible is possible.
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savethechildren.org/centennialcampaign

For 100 years, Save the Children has been at the forefront of global ambitions to change the lives of the world’s 
most vulnerable children.  As we celebrate our 100th anniversary, dedicated supporters are growing our efforts 
to raise $100 million in new funds to give children a brighter future – one in which every last child, regardless of 
who they are or where they live, is healthy, learning and safe. Join us.

501 Kings Highway East
Suite 400
Fairfield, CT 06825

899 North Capitol Street, NE
Suite 900
Washington, DC 20002

AN INVESTMENT IN THE PROMISE OF CHILDHOOD


