
In 2016, you helped us give children the best chance for a brighter future:

Early Learners  
We piloted an at-home emergent literacy and math 
program to provide early learning opportunities for 

children without access to preschool.

Sponsorship programs  
began in: 

Where we work:

1988

Total children and adults  
directly reached in 2016:

 203,842

MALI
2016 CHILD SPONSORSHIP

Empowered Teens  
We joined forces with 39 teachers, 52 healthcare  

providers and 65 community leaders to enable teens  
to have access to education, health and  

protection services and support. 

Healthy Girls and Boys 
We treated girls and boys in 350 schools for malaria. 

This is 50% more children since 2014!

Successful Students   
We reached 92,241 children with our in-school  

programs in 2016, meaning more girls and boys are 
receiving the quality education they deserve. 
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Healthy Girls and Boys
    • Sponsors like you made it  

possible for us to complete an 
assessment in 2016 documenting the status  
of water, hygiene and sanitation at each 
sponsorship school in Mali. We’re using this 
data to target schools for further support.  
 • We’re helping communities in Mali make 
changes to improve personal sanitation 
practices to create a cleaner environment.  
In 2016, we worked with 37 communities 
previously certified as “clean” to ensure  
their status is maintained over time. We also 
initiated activities in 5 new communities. 
 • We’re striving to help girls feel more 
comfortable in school during their periods  
so they’re empowered to take a more active 
role in the classroom. Together with girls, 
we’ve designed a reusable sanitary pad that’s  
being tested in 10 schools this year.

Early Learners
• We advocated for teacher 
stipends from the local  

government — and won! This ensures 
teachers are properly compensated and 
remain committed to the children they serve.
 • in 2016, we trained 75 preschool  
directors and education officials in play- 
based emergent literacy and math strategies.
 • We took the lead in early learning  
efforts at a national level to make sure  
young children are included in the govern-

ment’s 10-year education plan. Together, 
we’re ensuring more resources are invested 
in early learning programs.

Successful Students
• Thanks to your generosity,  
the number of children we 

reached in 2016 jumped by 43% from 2015. 
Sponsorship programs are now playing a  
vital role in 384 primary schools and 92 
secondary schools. 
 • We’re doing all we can to make sure 
schools are safe and children are respected. 
In 2016, we trained team members and 
Ministry of Education partners in establishing 
a code of conduct for teachers. We’re advo-
cating to have codes like this applied on a 
national level. 
 • Because we know teacher training is  
vital to student success, we ensured that  
1,207 teachers across sponsorship schools 
attended at least one training in 2016. 
 • With sponsors like you by our side, we’re 
committed to guaranteeing girls have the 
same access as boys to a quality education. 
That’s why we’re raising awareness of the 
importance of girls’ education within commu-
nities. In 2016, we ran 20 pilot girls clubs and 
supported 20 mothers’ associations to give 
women and girls the chance to develop the 
skills and confidence they need to succeed. 
 • In 2016, we conducted community writers’ 
workshops to encourage parents to write 

simple stories for their children to help them 
read. These were so popular that 30 of the 
best stories were chosen for publication, and 
4,000 copies of each book were distributed 
to the 100 communities participating in our  
literacy programs!

Empowered Teens
• In the Sikasso and Yorosso 
regions, we trained 78 peer 

educators, 58% of whom were girls. Topics 
ranged from intergenerational communica-
tion to sexual health.
 • We worked with 91 child protection 
committee members across 13 sponsorship 
communities. The committees are comprised 
of both health workers and community 
leaders, such as mayors, village chiefs, 
religious leaders and female elders. You’re 
helping us ensure the children of Mali  
are safe.

Want to hear more about the amazing 
work you and our community of sponsors 
accomplished all over the world in 2016? 
Visit our website at:

SavetheChildren.org/Sponsor-Report

Thank You!

HOW WE’RE

IN MALI
TRANSFORMING LIVES
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