
Early Childhood Care and  
Development (ECCD)

•   This year, Save the Children expanded 
our ECCD programs to new villages 
and established 10 additional groups 
in Faryab and 23 in Saripul.

•   In response to an official request  
from the Ministry of Education,  
we established five groundbreaking 
school-based ECCD Centers in the 
urban center of Maimana City in 
Faryab. These new centers reached 
400 children.

•   ECCD Supporting Committees  
comprised of teachers and parents  
help ensure quality early education. 
84% of the committees in Faryab  
and 90% in Saripul had action plans 
to help improve the quality of their 
children’s education, which were 
actively implemented and monitored.  

•   Refresher trainings for teachers,  
volunteers and parents are essential  
for quality ECCD. This year our  
training focused on the negative 
impacts of physical punishment, 
discipline alternatives and the  
benefits of play. 

Basic Education (BE)    
•   88% of children who enrolled in first 

grade in Sponsorship-supported 
Faryab schools in 2014 reached grade 

five by 2014. This was a significant 
increase from 68% in 2013.  

•   Active engagement of Parent-Teacher 
Associations (PTAs) increased to 88%, 
compared to 85% in 2013 and 79% in 
2012. Engaged parents and community 
members is a key factor in improving 
student enrollment and attendance.

•   We supported local communities in 
advocating for the establishment of 
Teacher Training Colleges in Faryab, 
opening up new opportunities for  
both female and male teachers. The 
number of female teachers in Faryab 
province has grown from 160 in 2013  
to 212 in 2014. Since parents are 
reluctant to allow their daughters to  
be taught by males, female teachers  
are particularly important. 

•   Faryab and Saripul are both prone  
to natural disasters. We trained 150 
Student Council members and 150  
adult PTA members in Disaster Risk 
Reduction, helping them develop 
Emergency Preparedness Plans for  
their schools.  

School Health and Nutrition (SHN) 
•   This year Save the Children provided 

essential micronutrient vitamin A 
supplements and deworming services 
to over 63,000 children, both in and 
out of school, in Faryab and Saripul.  

These essential health services keep 
children healthy and learning.  

•   We built new wells and water points   
to increase access to safe drinking  
water. 108 schools now have safe  
water for children to drink during  
the school day, helping prevent  
water-borne illnesses.

•   Along with better water access,  
we have also observed increased  
handwashing with soap among  
school children, one of the most 
important and life-long preventative 
health behaviors to protect against 
illness and disease. 

Since 2006, Save the Children in Afghanistan has worked with local 
communities and organizations to design Sponsorship programs tailored 
to meet the unique and ever-changing needs of children. We currently 
work in Faryab and Saripul, two provinces where children face challenges 
daily. In 2014, poor security, multiple natural disasters and continuing 
political instability were just a few of these hardships. But despite these  
difficulties, we were still able to reach more children than in  
2013 – 51% of whom were girls. Below you  
can see how our work in Afghanistan  
continues to help give children the  
best chance for success, including a  
healthy start, the opportunity to  
learn and protection from harm. 

2014 Total Direct Reach:  
85,867 children and adults
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To read the 2014 Sponsorship Year in Review, visit SavetheChildren.org/Sponsor-Report.


