
 

 

  
 

  
Overview: 25 years of war followed by a decade of foreign military presence and growing insecurity have resulted in significant challenges in 
Afghanistan. Despite major progress since 2002, there are an estimated 3-4 million children out-of-school, the majority of whom are girls. The 
country remains one of the worst places in the world to be a child or a mother. Save the Children (SC) in Afghanistan has been implementing 
Child Sponsorship programs since June 2006 working in strong partnership with communities and local education authorities to overcome the 
barriers children face in accessing quality education. With Sponsorship funding, an integrated development program is implemented in the 
northwestern provinces of Faryab and Saripul, which are mountainous, rural, poor and prone to natural disasters including drought, floods, 
earthquakes and landslides.  A life-cycle approach to programming is utilized with the overarching aim of creating conditions that result in 
children participating in, and prepared to develop their communities.  
2013 Total Direct Reach: 61,333 children and adults 

2013 Key Results 
Early Childhood Care  

& Development (ECCD) 
Basic Education (BE) 

• The attendance rate in the ECCD centers increased in Faryab 
from 72% in 2012 to 90% in 2013 (girls 89% and boys 90%).  

• The percentage of active ECCD supporting committees in Faryab 
increased to 82% in 2013 from 77% in 2012 and 67% in 2008. In 
Saripul, 90% of the ECCD supporting committees were active. 

• Based on the success of the ECCD programs in Faryab and 
Saripul and as a result of advocacy, the Ministry of Education 
(MoE) has asked Save the Children (SC) to expand its program to 
Maimana City and assist in the development of the preschool 
policy there. 

• In 2013, the ECCD program was expanded to two new villages 
and 10 new groups were established in Faryab and Saripul through 
Sponsorship funding.  

• In 2013, 1,750 parents attended the Parenting Skills Education 
program which was run by 351 volunteer facilitators, who were 
trained by SC.  

• In coordination with the Ministry of Public Health, 1,841 children 
under 5 years of age in Faryab and Saripul were vaccinated on 
National Immunization Days in 2013.  

• In 2013, the Sponsorship program reached a total of 35,229 
children (16,810 girls and 18,489 boys) in the two provinces, an 
increase of 3.5% from the 34,014 reached in 2012.  

• Student Attendance Rate in Saripul continued to increase - from 
87% in 2012 to 91.5% in 2013 (girls 90%, boys 93%). In Faryab, 
student attendance remained constant at 78% (girls 83%, boys 
73%). 

• In 2013, the program expanded to 6 new schools for a total of 67 
schools in the two provinces. The program provided desks and 
chairs for 4,980 students and constructed 10 safe playgrounds in 
10 schools.  

• In 2013, 125 mobile library boxes were refreshed with new titles 
and 21,277 books were borrowed by children (up 15% from the 
18,473 books borrowed in 2012). 

• In 2013, The MoE conducted an assessment test for all teachers 
and school principals in Faryab; most teachers in SC 
Sponsorship schools achieved high scores. They told SC staff 
(and the MoE) that this was largely due to what they had learned 
in SC trainings. 

School Health & Nutrition (SHN) 

• In 2013, SHN initiatives reached 21,269 out-of-school children. 
• In 2008, SHN started programming in 38 schools. Since then, SHN has expanded into 27 additional schools. This has: 

o increased children’s access to safe drinking water in schools by 20%.  
o contributed to increases in girls’ school attendance and retention rates by providing safe and hygienic latrines to schools.  

• In 2013, over 80% of children in SHN schools are being cleared of parasitic infections and receiving vitamin A supplementation. 
• The Afghanistan SHN program is the first SC Country Office to document the Child Focused Health Education (CFHE) methods. This 

methodology allows children to be agents of change in their communities and influence health practices. 
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