
In 2015, you helped us achieve so much for children, giving  
them the best chance for a brighter future.

Since 1988, Save the Children in Mali has worked with local 
communities and organizations to design Sponsorship programs 

tailored to meet the unique and ever-changing needs 
of children. We currently work in Sikasso and 

Yorosso, two districts where children face  
challenges daily. In 2015, poor access to  

quality education, poverty and malnutrition 
were just a few of these hardships. To address  
these difficulties, we placed an emphasis on  
community engagement, education, health  
and livelihoods. Below you can see how  

we continue to do whatever it takes to give  
children in Mali a healthy start, the opportunity  

to learn and protection from harm. 
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For the very first time, girls 

outnumbered boys 

in sponsorship schools, making up  
                 of students. We are   
                 keeping girls in school 
and protecting them from  
forced early marriage.

Thanks to you, 
preschools and parenting 
education are now in  
such high demand that  
the attendance  
rate remains close to  
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In our first year of adolescent  
development work in Sikasso, we 
trained 66 peer educators, 33 teachers and 22  
health professionals. We’re ensuring that young  
people have access to high quality 
health services and accurate  
information about their health.
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Our malaria  
control efforts grew  
from 238 to 345 schools, so 
                             children  
                             benefited  
from malaria treatment, bed  
net use and malaria education. 

78,248  
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100%.

56%

Thanks  
to you,  
we reached  
195,275  
children  
and adults  
last year.

CHILD SPONSORSHIP



              Early Childhood Care  
              and Development 

•   With your support, we worked 
with the government of Mali  
to develop an early education 
strategy that could easily be 
integrated into their national plan. 
If it is adopted, children across 
Mali will benefit from Save the 
Children’s experience ensuring 
that children begin primary 
school with strong early learning 
foundations that will help them 
succeed in the long-term.    

•   Already, our efforts to strengthen 
early literacy and math skills 
through play have a good chance 
of being formally adopted by  
the government. More than 100 
trainers are now ready to pass  
on their knowledge to educators 
around the country.

 
           Basic  
           Education 

•   With sponsors like you by our 
side, we’ve launched initiatives  
to keep girls in school, including 
20 girls’ clubs and 20 mothers’ 
associations to support girls’ 
education. We’ve also hired 
several female program staff 
members to serve as role models 
for girls to stay in school.

•   In 2015, your support allowed  
us to create a video on Literacy 
Boost with clips of children 
learning in school and participating 
in reading clubs. The video was 

given to the Minister of Education 
and other key national figures. It’s 
now being used for advocacy to 
launch Literacy Boost in other  
French speaking African countries.

•   Together, we created and adapted 
materials into the three local  
languages to make it easier for 
children to learn to read. We also 
worked to ensure that there were  
no more than 24 children in each 
reading club, so that the clubs are 
more child-friendly and all children 
can participate. Next year, we plan  
to conduct an assessment of how 
these efforts impacted children 
learning to read.

            School Health  
            and Nutrition 

•   Helping girls feel more comfortable 
means they will be able to take a 
more active role in the classroom, 
empowering them for the future.  
With your help, we piloted an  
innovative campaign to help girls 
manage their periods in 5 sponsorship 
schools in 2015. After the campaign, 
we found that girls’ anxiety around 
going to school during their periods 
dropped from 98 percent to 50 
percent following the distribution  
of sanitary products and training 
sessions for the girls, teachers  
and other community members.

 
             Adolescent  
             Development 

•   We were excited about introducing 
our adolescent development program 

in Sikasso in 2015. Its official 
launch was broadcast on national 
television and attended by many 
high-ranking government officials, 
including Mali’s first lady and the 
Minister of Health. 

•   To help address local sensitivities 
around adolescent development 
in Sikasso, we created a regional 
group consisting of local  
government associations, the 
regional children’s parliament 
and a youth-centered radio 
station. The group will conduct 
community mobilization activities 
that focus on issues like sexual  
and reproductive health.  

•   With support from sponsors  
like you, we formed 11  
community groups in Sikasso  
to ensure that adolescents  
can thrive in an environment  
free of sexual harassment, 
corporal punishment and  
unwanted pregnancy. Members 
include village chiefs, religious 
leaders, mayors, school directors 
and women and youth groups.  

Thank  
 you!
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2015 Child Sponsorship Programs: Mali 
Results you made possible for children
 

Want to hear more about the amazing work you and our community of sponsors accomplished all over the world last year?  
Read our 2015 Sponsorship Year in Review at SavetheChildren.org/Sponsor-Report. 


