
 
   

 

In 2015, you helped us achieve so much for children, giving  
them the best chance for a brighter future.

Since 1993, Save the Children in Malawi has  
worked with local communities and organizations  
to design Sponsorship programs tailored to meet  
the unique and ever-changing needs of children.  
We currently work in the Zomba district, a region 

where children face challenges daily. In 2015, limited  
access to quality education, poverty and poor health  
were just a few of these hardships. To address these  

difficulties, we placed an emphasis on community  
engagement, health and education. Below you can  

see how we continue to do whatever it takes to give  
children in Malawi a healthy start, the opportunity  
to learn and protection from harm. 
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With help from sponsors like  
you, the number of schools using  

malaria treatment  
kits doubled from 29 to  

             schools last year.

            

77%

Thanks to the support of sponsors like  
you, student attendance in  

sponsorship schools reached  
                last year, a 4% increase from the         
                prior academic year.

 

                                adolescents   

                                participated  

in Sponsorship programs, including 

peer education activities 

and after-school clubs.

Photos: Save the Children in Malawi

24,648  

CHILD SPONSORSHIP

Thanks  
to you,  
we reached  
145,834  
children  
and adults  
last year. 

ZOMBA

LILONGWE
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79% 



               Early Childhood Care  
               and Development 

•    Thanks to you, 13,470 children 
enrolled in our community-based 
early learning centers last year, 
compared to 13,232 in 2014. 

•   We pioneered the use of  
interactive radio instruction  
for early learning centers using 
pre-recorded lessons transmitted 
by a local community radio station. 
In 2015, 9,310 children and 3,340 
adults benefited from interactive 
radio instruction. By adding 47 
segments, we brought the total 
interactive radio lessons to 108.  

•   You helped us advocate for 
increased government resources 
for early learning centers and 
helped ensure that early learning 
and primary school curriculums 
are aligned. As a result, the 
government ministry overseeing 
this area allocated approximately 
$714,000 more than originally 
planned to early childhood  
education. In addition, a policy 
has been put in place to strengthen 
coordination between early 
learning centers and lower 
primary schools, a critical step in 
ensuring a smooth transition for 
preschoolers into primary school. 

          Basic  
          Education 

•   Because of Sponsorship, the 
proportion of students reaching 

mastery levels in Chichewa  
literacy — Malawi’s primary 
language — increased from 40%  
to 47% and from 22% to 31%  
in math.

•   Thanks to you, the number of 
students required to repeat a  
grade in school dropped from  
15% in 2014 to 13% last year.  
This decrease shows that we’re  
moving the needle for children  
in Malawi where repetition rates 
are high.

•   Because of the results we’ve 
achieved together in increasing the 
literacy rate among schoolchildren 
in Malawi, the government  
invited us to join a task force  
to develop a national reading 
strategy in 2014. We are currently 
in the consultative group for the 
implementation of the National 
Reading program (2016-2021), 
ensuring we can help even  
more children learn to read.  
             
           School Health  
           and Nutrition

•   We treated 74,403 children  
for malaria in 2015, including 
37,944 girls and 36,459 boys. Our 
Learner Treatment Kits, which  
test and treat children for malaria 
directly in school since they 
oftentimes cannot reach a health 
clinic, ensure children don’t fall 
too far behind from missing a  
lot of school.    

•   Your sponsorship support  
makes it possible for cell phone 
technology to be used to monitor 
health and sanitation facilities  
in schools. By accessing the 
previously paper-based checklist 
on their cell phones, facilitators 
save time and reduce data  
entry errors. 

•   Together, we distributed 80  
water tanks to 22 schools. We  
also established school health 
committees, sponsored a series  
of health talks in schools and 
supported the government’s  
measles campaign.

              Adolescent 
              Development

•   You helped us pilot the use of 
puberty books in ten schools, 
providing information about the 
physical and emotional changes 
adolescents experience. Our  
2015 evaluation results show  
girls’ knowledge of these issues 
increased a remarkable 122%! The 
number of girls who understood 
how to manage their periods 
jumped from 37% at baseline  
to 82% in 2015. 

•   With your support, we’re making 
important progress towards our 
goal of making sure young adults,  
especially girls, feel comfortable 
accessing reproductive health  
services so they can stay in school. 
In 2015, 19,748 adolescents sought 
reproductive health services and  
7,214 of these were new visits.  

Thank  
 you!
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Want to hear more about the amazing work you and our community of sponsors accomplished all over the world last year?  
Read our 2015 Sponsorship Year in Review at SavetheChildren.org/Sponsor-Report. 


