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ON THE COVER:  Children in our newest sponsorship 
country, Niger, are now getting the educational tools  
they need to succeed in life. 

Photo: Victoria Zegler

Sponsorship Reaches Children
Our pioneering sponsorship programs address the  

unique needs of the world’s most vulnerable children,  

giving them a healthy start, the opportunity to  

learn and protection from harm. We empower local  

communities to achieve immediate and lasting change  

for girls and boys in desperate need. Because every  

child deserves the best chance for a bright future.

Photo: Save the Children in Malawi

THE POWER

SPONSORSHIP
OF CHILD
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Their Names Say It All
We dedicate this year’s report to Miracle, Happy and all the sponsored 
children whose names remind us of the joy of sponsorship. Nine-year-
old Miracle lives in South Carolina. Save the Children’s afterschool 
literacy program has boosted her love of reading and writing so much 
that she now writes her own poetry (check it out on page 20)!  
Happy is a fifth-grader from Malawi who aspires to be a banker  
someday. He once struggled in school and missed class frequently  
due to malaria, but with the help of the sponsorship-funded health  
program at his school, today Happy is healthy and on his way to a 
lifetime of learning. 

It’s children like Miracle and Happy who inspire us to keep doing all 
we can to protect and empower children everywhere.

Drexzy Jian plays with 
building blocks in a 
sponsorship-supported 
early childhood care 
and development center 
in the Philippines. 

In Nepal, children build strong 
foundations in sponsorship  
programs that will set them  
on a path to success. 

Photo: Save the Children in the Philippines
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 MIRACLE HAPPY

Photo: Save the Children in Nepal

Photo: Save the Children in Haiti

Save the Children  
staff in Haiti help 
children write letters 
to their sponsors, an 
important part of  
the sponsorship 
experience.  
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Numbers to Know

“As Second Lady, I was  
fortunate enough to travel  
all over the world and hear  
from families who are facing  
unimaginable challenges.  
And at each of these stops,  
Save the Children was there.”

Dr. Jill Biden, Save the Children’s new Chair, Board of Trustees

2,549,842 CHILDREN benefited from  
our sponsorship programs. 
We entered 43 NEW COMMUNITIES.
Our sponsors around the world  
contributed more than $70.7 MILLION  
FOR CHILDREN.
 

YOUR SPONSORSHIP  
GIFTS AT WORK

  HEALTHY MOMS AND BABIES 

  HEALTHY GIRLS AND BOYS

  EARLY LEARNERS 

  SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS 

  EMPOWERED TEENS

   OTHER  
(E.G., EMERGENCIES, LIVELIHOODS)

Dr. Biden visits a classroom  
in rural Tennessee, where  
we’re working to instill a love 
of learning — so important  
to children’s success in  
school and life. 

Thanks to our sponsors,  
these girls in Indonesia  
have the support they  
need to stay in school —  
and pursue their dreams. 

 

THANKS TO YOU:
Over 37,000 parents 
learned how to best 
support their children’s 

early development, giving 
them a strong foundation for 
a brighter future.

We trained more than 
6,000 teachers so 
that girls and boys can 

receive the quality education 
they deserve.

We treated over 
418,000 children  
for parasitic infections 

that lead to malnutrition  
and anemia, meaning that  
now they can focus more  
in school.

Our health centers 
logged more than 
208,000 visits  

from teens, keeping them  
healthy and informed for  
a successful transition to  
adulthood. 

3%
7%

9%

47%
19%

15%
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*Source: CIA World Factbook 2016

Child Sponsorship supports  
programs in 24 countries  
across the world.    

      New country in 2016

Bolivia

United States

Haiti

El Salvador

Mali

Egypt

Ethiopia

VietnamNepal
Bangladesh

Philippines

Indonesia

Dominican
Republic

Honduras

Afghanistan

Bhutan   Israel 

Uganda

Niger
Mexico

Zambia
Malawi

Mozambique 

You’re helping us reach every last child. 
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Photo: Victoria Zegler

A huge part of learning is about 
having fun! Children in our 
sponsorship programs in Malawi 
love playing the drums and 
dancing to traditional music.  

Together,  
we make a world  
of difference. 

NEW SPONSORSHIP COMMUNITIES: 43
SELF-SUFFICIENT SPONSORSHIP COMMUNITIES: 38
URBAN/PERI-URBAN COMMUNITIES: 9
RURAL COMMUNITIES: 495

Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et 
netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. In 
posuere felis nec tortor. Pellentesque faucibus. 

Myanmar  

SAY “HELLO” TO OUR  
NEWEST COUNTRY OFFICE!

 
 

In 2016, we extended a warm  

welcome to Myanmar, where  

we’re spearheading brand new  

sponsorship programs. Among  

the poorest countries in Asia,  

Myanmar, also known as Burma, 

emerged in 2011 from one of the  

world’s longest-running civil wars. 

With malnutrition affecting one- 

third of children under age 5, it  

ranks 145th out of 187 countries  

on the Human Development Index. Photo: Save the Children in Myanmar

IMPACT
YOUR

Photo: Save the Children in Malawi6



SPONSORSHIP BEGINS IN NIGER
We’ve been rolling up our sleeves in Niger, where we intro-
duced sponsorship programs in early 2016. Working within 
local communities, we piloted reading clubs for struggling 
readers in second and third grade at 25 sponsorship-supported 
schools. Together, we’re giving children like Zeinabou a 
chance to shine. Before participating in sponsorship, she could 
hardly read a single word. Despite the challenges her family 
faces, Zeinabou now attends school regularly and is thriving. 
“I am proud of Zeinabou,” says her mom. “She is the 5th out 
of 65 students in her class!” Zeinabou, we’re proud of you, too.
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Our Sponsorship Community Impact:  
An 8-10 Year Lifecycle 

YOUR IMPACT

SPONSORSHIP BEGINS  
in New Community

PROVIDE TOOLS  
for Success through Sponsorship Programs 

in Education and Health

COMMUNITY  
BECOMES  

SELF-SUFFICIENT
and Continues  

Work Autonomously

BUILD  
PARTNERSHIPS

within Community  
and Identify Needs  

of Children

Your sponsorship commitment helps us achieve immediate and lasting impact 

for children. Sponsors help us build partnerships and provide tools that help 

entire communities become self-  

sufficient within a matter of years —  

breaking the cycle of poverty for  

generations to come.

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS  
IN EL SALVADOR
Your generosity is also driving change for moms and  
babies in El Salvador, where we’re helping provide  
malnourished children and families with the food they  
need to live. In partnership with the Ministry of Health,  
we deliver food and information about breastfeeding  
and appropriate food handling practices. We tracked  
exciting improvements by monitoring the weight and  
height of the 192 girls and 199 boys under the age of 5  
who participated!

 
PROVIDING TOOLS IN NEPAL
In Nepal, the doors to six new early learning centers  
have been opened, thanks to sponsorship-led efforts  
to improve the quality of early education for children.  
What’s more, education officials have allocated additional 
resources to ensure the sustainability of the early learning 
centers. This is fantastic news! It means that girls and  
boys in Nepal will benefit for years to come, even after  
our sponsorship program ends.  

Sponsorship success! Formerly 
sponsored child Bourama now 
works in a clinic providing 
medical care for his local 
community in Mali.

In Nepal, children in our early education program  
pose in front of their classroom.

A trained health  
promoter in  
El Salvador  
immunizes a  
baby during  
a home visit. 

11-year-old Zeinabou plays 
games with her friends at  
her home in Niger.

Photo: Victoria Zegler

Photo: Save the Children in Mali

Photo: Save the Children in El Salvador

Photo: Save the Children in Nepal

A COMMUNITY BECOMES SELF- 
SUFFICIENT IN MALI
Together, we can be extremely proud of three decades of  
ongoing work in Mali! By establishing sustainable programs, 
we’re equipping community members to continue the work we 
started. This year, we will finish our sponsorship work in 27 
communities in the Sikasso Region. Although this change can  
be hard, we are excited to see the success that comes from  
our sponsored children in the years to come. 

Years ago, we left Bourama’s community in the Kolondieba 
area. Before his seven years of sponsorship, Bourama missed 
class regularly and couldn’t afford school supplies. Access to 
clean drinking water, deworming treatments and vitamin A 
supplements helped Bourama stay in good health so he could 
complete his education. His relationship with a special sponsor 
did wonders, too. He remembers his sponsor’s name, the letters 
they sent back and forth and the good advice she gave him. 
Today, he works in a health clinic and provides life-changing 
medical care to his local community. Bourama looks back at his 
experience with deep appreciation. “I am what and who I am 
today because of sponsorship,” he says. 



Our Work in the United States 

YOUR IMPACT

We protect the nation’s most 
vulnerable children and give 
them early opportunities to  
learn so they can succeed in 
school and life. Together with 
our sponsors, we achieved 
results for boys and girls in  
eight states last year: Arizona, 
Colorado, California, South 
Carolina, Mississippi, Kentucky, 
Tennessee and West Virginia. 
First-grader Lillian is one of 
those young readers. “I like 
books that are funny and make 
me laugh,” she explains. She used 
to have trouble focusing in class 

and struggled with reading and making friends. Thanks to the 
extra help Lillian receives through the sponsorship programs at  
her school in Kentucky, she’s gained confidence and is thriving. 

Photo: Victoria Zegler
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Since 1938, Save the Children has been doing whatever it takes through sponsorship 

to reach children growing up in the United States’ poorest places. 

Thanks to sponsors like you, 
Lillian, age 6, loves reading! 
Our sponsorship programs in 
the United States help develop 
literacy skills so children can 
be successful later in life.   

Photo: Victoria Zegler Photo: Susan Warner

In Colorado, students  
enjoy a healthy snack  
in a Save the Children  
afterschool program.

Your sponsorship is helping 
children in the United States 
get the reading support they 
need to thrive in school.

Photo: Susan Warner
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YOUR IMPACT

Every child deserves a 
future — which is why 
we’re doing whatever it 
takes to ensure children 
around the world grow up 
healthy, learning and safe. 
Every last child. 

Photo: Rick D’Elia

Photo: Save the Children in the Philippines

HEALTHY MOMS AND BABIES 
The first years of a child’s life are the most critical 
— and dangerous. Despite remarkable progress  
in child survival, nearly 6 million children under age  
5 still die each year, mostly from preventable or 

treatable causes. With your help, we’re doing whatever it takes 
to ensure babies and their mothers can survive and thrive.

In the Philippines, we’re determined to do whatever it 
takes so that babies and new moms have access to quality 
health care and lifesaving information. Your sponsorship makes 
this possible, and people like Florenda are helping, too. She’s  
a nurse midwife who’s part of Save the Children’s team in the 

Philippines. She trains health  
professionals in birth and  
delivery practices, and teaches 
parents about proper care for 
mothers and infants. Florenda 
says she sees firsthand the  
crucial impact her work is  
having in her community. 
“Young mothers are learning 
how to keep their babies 
healthy, and nothing is  
more important.”

 
HEALTHY GIRLS AND BOYS

Children can’t reach their full potential if they’re not 
in school and learning. Yet millions of children each 
year are missing out on education due to preventable  
illnesses caused by unsafe water, poor sanitation  
and unhealthy diets. We’re addressing these barriers 

and teaching children lifelong health, hygiene and nutrition habits.
Boys and girls living in the rural areas of Uganda often walk 

long distances to school and to fetch water for their families. 
They may encounter a variety of safety issues along the way, 
including speeding cars, snakes or strangers. We’re promoting 
safe commutes by establishing walking groups and buddy  
systems for children like 9-year-old Robina. She spends hours 
each day fetching water that weighs almost as much as she 
does. It’s hard work and it takes her away from her studies, but 
that’s not what worries her most. Tragically, Robina’s friend was 
kidnapped and killed near her community watering hole. Buddy 
systems ensure that young girls like Robina who travel together 
to the well or school are less likely to be victimized.

Pioneers in Sponsorship
Last year, sponsors propelled real change  

for children. Here are some results you  

can be proud of:

Nine-year-old  
Robina plays netball  
with her friends.

Photo: Rick D’Elia

For girls like Robina, fetching water isn’t only a  
burden, but a matter of life and death. See her  
story at SavetheChildren.org/Robina-Video

Through sponsorship,  
we teach parents  
how to keep their  
infants healthy.

12

http://SavetheChildren.org/Robina-Video


Photo: Save the Children in the Philippines
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Photo: Save the Children in the Philippines

YOUR IMPACT

EMPOWERED TEENS
Adolescence is a critical time of intense change, 
which shapes future opportunities. Without  
support, young people around the world can 
make decisions that will compromise their 

futures. Because of your generosity, we’re able to help teens 
build a brighter future for themselves, their communities and 
the world we share. 

In Mozambique, we partnered with a local radio station 
to broadcast 60 episodes focusing on adolescent sexual and 
reproductive health and gender topics. With sponsors by  
our side, we’re finding creative ways to talk to teens about 
decisions that can determine the course of their futures. 
Speaking of creative, in the Nampula province of Mozambique, 
girls wore t-shirts reading “a xitiana oweh” or “Girl in 
Progress” as they joined with their families and community 
members to celebrate International Day of the Girl. By  
joining forces with the Ministry of Health and the District  
of Education, we’re doing whatever it takes to empower  
girls in Mozambique. 

 
THERE IN TIMES OF CRISIS

When a fire broke out at a garbage dump in  
her community in Cochabamba, Bolivia, Evita 
woke to a horrible smell and dark, smoky skies. 
She watched as water poured down from a  

helicopter above. Evita is in fifth grade at one of four  
sponsored schools affected by the fire. “My throat hurt and  
I couldn’t breathe,” she explains. “I cried a lot and didn’t 
know what to do!” Your sponsorship donations allowed us 
to be immediately on the ground, distributing medical aid, 
supplies, face masks and water to children’s homes. Without 
this crucial help, Evita, her family and her classmates might 
not have received the help they needed so desperately.

Photo: Victoria Zegler

In Mozambique, 
we’re working to raise 
awareness around 
adolescent sexual and 
reproductive health  
and gender topics. 

Photo: Save the Children in Bolivia

Photo: Save the Children in Egypt

EARLY LEARNERS 
All children deserve to grow and learn. Yet about 
half of young children around the world don’t 
have the chance to build the skills that form the 
foundation for learning. Because of sponsors like 
you, girls and boys can have access to the early 

care and development they need. 
We collaborated with local organizations in Abnoub, 

Egypt to launch 18 newly accredited early learning centers. 
Because of your support, 450 children will benefit from the 
quality care and development services these centers provide. 
One of those children is Rania. She’s five years old and 
attends a sponsorship-supported early learning center in 
Arab AlQadadeh, Egypt. Rania’s mom says that, before 
enrolling in school, she wasn’t able to count to 10 or to  
identify names of common objects. With encouragement 
from her teacher, Rania gradually began participating in  
the reading corner and playing with her classmates. Today 
Rania is thriving. And she’s looking forward to moving on  
to primary school next year!

SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS 
Every child deserves a quality education. 
But more than 50 million of the world’s 
children each year never even set foot in a 
classroom, and 130 million more still can’t 

read after years of schooling. Our programs ensure children 
are in school, protected and learning — providing the best 
chance for a successful future. 

In 2016, we trained teachers in sponsored schools in 
Vietnam in Save the Children’s Special Needs Action  
Pack (SNAP). As part of their training, teachers learned 
how to make classes more inclusive for all children,  
including those with disabilities, like 7-year-old Yen. When 
she was a baby, Yen suffered burns to nearly half of her 
body. Although she has difficulty moving her arm, speaking 
and even smiling, Yen makes it to school every day. We’re 
proud to report that the local government plans to replicate 
our approach in other schools. As we expand our efforts, 
you’re helping us make it clear that every child like Yen 
deserves to learn. 

Rania is happy  
because she has 
learned to write  
her name. 

Your sponsorship ensures that every child has 
the opportunity to learn, including those with 
disabilities, like 7-year-old Yen in Vietnam.    

Photo: Save the Children in Vietnam

Evita receives a face 
mask and water from  
Save the Children 
after a fire in her 
community in Bolivia. 
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Photo: Save the Children in Mali16

Innovating for  
the Future
By working together with local  

communities, we are able to pioneer  

groundbreaking solutions within our  

sponsorship programs, helping children 

thrive and unlocking their full potential.  

Together, we went high-tech last year in Bangladesh  
by bringing improved classroom content into sponsored 
schools and beyond. We developed interactive digital  
lessons for English classes that support the national  
curriculum and also reach children all over Bangladesh.  
So far, almost 2 million primary school students have  
tried them out! 

We’re also leading the way in the treatment of childhood 
malaria in Africa. Our in-school sponsorship programs in 
Mali and Malawi have been recognized as hotspots for  
innovation and inspiration. By testing and treating children 
for malaria in school, we’re helping to ensure that kids  
are diagnosed and back in class as quickly as possible.

YOUR IMPACT

UPDATE ON 2016 GOALS
Sponsors like you made it possible for us to refresh our  
program framework in 2016 so that it’s state-of-the-art. 
We’re thrilled to be rolling out program improvements  
this year to all of our country teams so that we can make 
even more meaningful changes in the communities where 
we work. Gender equity was another important focus  
for us in 2016. We trained members of our staff to address 
gender discrimination and promote gender equity through  
sponsorship. This approach will help ensure that both  
girls and boys get the most out of our programs. 

LOOKING AHEAD
You played a tremendous role in helping us achieve so much 
for children in 2016. As we look toward new areas of focus 
for the future, your generous support is more essential than 
ever. Our goal is always to think beyond our immediate 
work to achieve positive change that lasts. This means that 
in 2017 we’ll continue to build on our efforts to promote  
sustainability. It takes careful planning and persistence, but 
with help from our sponsors, we know we can succeed. 

Children in Afghanistan are  
growing up healthy, safe and in 
school, thanks to our sponsors!

Say cheese! These children in  
Indonesia are excited to be part  
of the sponsorship program.
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See life through Stefaria’s eyes, a child who survived  
malaria, in our innovative 360-degree virtual reality  
video at SavetheChildren.org/Stefaria

In Mali, children receive  
malaria medication as part of 
sponsorship so they can stay 
healthy, in school and learning. 

Photo: Save the Children in Afghanistan

Photo: Save the Children in Mali

Photo: Save the Children in Indonesia 17

http://SavetheChildren.org/Stefaria


GIRLS GIVE THANKS
To celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday last 
year, a U.S.-based Girl Scout troop decided 
to sponsor a girl their age in Uganda. Each 
troop member’s family helped contribute 
towards the sponsorship. When the troop 
visited Save the Children’s headquarters in 
Fairfield, CT, their leaders were happily 
surprised to see how engaged the girls 
were to hear about how Sponsorship  
programs help the neediest children. 
Through their shared sponsorship of a 
child in another part of the world, these 
Girl Scouts accomplished their goal of 
showing thanks by helping others.

 

Photo: Save the Children in the U.S.
Photo: Save the Children in the U.S.

Sponsors Nick and Colette are  
making a difference in Diala’s life — 
and their own.

These generous Girl Scouts learned 
about how their sponsorship helps 
children in need during a recent visit 
to Save the Children headquarters.
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A COMMUNITY
OF SPONSORS

OF SPONSORS
A COMMUNITY

Sanyu Comes Home 

Photo: Rick D’Elia

Sanyu tours a school campus 
with Maimuna, 8, the child she 
sponsors, in Uganda.

As one of five young children, Sanyu and her family  
struggled to survive in Uganda back in the 1950s. There  
was little money for food and clothing, and no money for 
books or school supplies. But everything changed when 
Sanyu was sponsored by a family through Save the Children. 
When times were toughest for her family, sponsorship  
support enabled Sanyu to stay in school. She excelled at  
her studies and won a college scholarship to the University 
of Hartford. After graduation, Sanyu went on to have a 
successful career and is now retired in the U.S., where  
she’s dedicating her golden years to giving back through 
charitable organizations like Save the Children. 

As a sponsor, Sanyu is making a big difference in the life 
of Maimuna, a little girl living in Uganda. This year, after 
more than 50 years away from her childhood home, Sanyu 
made the emotional trek back to Uganda to visit her old 
school and meet Maimuna for the first time. “I get goose 
bumps when I talk about it …” Sanyu says, “having the 
opportunity to sponsor Maimuna is a gift!” Sanyu believes 
that sponsors made a tremendous difference in her own life, 
and she’s excited to see how her sponsorship is helping 
Maimuna and other children in her village. “I have personal 
experience that sponsorship does work, and it does make  
a difference. I believe in Save the Children, because I saw it 
work in my own life.”

Sanyu assists Save the Children staff  
and primary school staff in serving  
children a breakfast of porridge.

Sanyu delivers crayons  
to children at a primary  
school in Uganda.

To see Sanyu’s visit with Maimuna, check out our  
video at SavetheChildren.org/Sanyu-Video

Photo: Rick D’Elia

Photo: Rick D’Elia
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http://SavetheChildren.org/Sanyu-Video


Partnering for Good 
Our Corporate Letter Writing initiative gives companies  
the opportunity to send happiness to a child in need. All 
around the world, our dedicated sponsorship teams make  
sure your letters are translated and delivered to children.  
For us, it’s one letter. For them, it’s one step toward hope.  
If you’re interested in engaging corporate employees by 
becoming a part of this life-changing support system, reach 
out to Cara Kenefick at ckenefick@savechildren.org.

2120

A COMMUNITY OF SPONSORS

Girls Light Up  
the World 
 In a very special ceremony celebrating 
International Day of the Girl, we  
lit the Empire State Building in red!  
Joining our Artist Ambassador Dakota 
Fanning were four special girls — 
Antonella, Kate and Colette,  
three of our youngest sponsors, and 
Miracle, who you met on page 2.  
With help from sponsors like you,  
we can empower the next generation  
of leaders and do our part to shine  
a light on girls everywhere. 

Left: Children in El Salvador are  
excited to receive letters from 
Wyndham Worldwide!
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Every girl deserves a future.  
Our International Day of the Girl 
crew poses proudly in front of the 
Empire State Building, lit up red  
for girls around the world. 

Above: Our sponsored children have 
bright futures ahead thanks to M.T. 
Maritime’s sponsorship support!

Photo: Save the Children in Vietnam

Photo: Save the Children in El Salvador

Our friends at Sony are helping  
the children of  Vietnam live  
happier, healthier lives.

GIRLS OF THE WORLD
A Poem By Sponsored Child Miracle 

To the girls of the world, you matter.
Every step you take matters.
You should shine from your heart all the way through.
Be the loving person you are.
Remember, together we can be an influence on our generation.
So let’s stand and follow through to the end.
We can make the world a better place, because we are the future.
We can be the change that impacts the world in a great way.
Don’t ever let anyone tell you that you are not special. 
You have your own unique way.
Always know your sun will shine.
Go the extra mile to succeed, fight to the end.
Share your desire. Bring out your determination.
You have the will inside of you.
So again I say, girls of the world, you matter, always and forever.

Carolyn Miles and Miracle pose  
after Miracle reads her poem  
for International Day of the Girl.

Photo: Save the Children in the Philippines

Dakota Fanning

“Every girl deserves to follow her dreams  
no matter where she comes from or what her 
circumstances are. The first step in doing that  
is bringing attention to the barriers girls 
face globally. The second step is empowering  
young girls to reach their full potential.”

mailto:ckenefick@savechildren.org
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To see a video of Delia and read other success stories,  
visit: SavetheChildren.org/Sponsorship-Success
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WHO
WHO’S

Our Dedicated Team
More than 900 staff members across dozens  

of offices around the world dedicate themselves 

to Save the Children’s cause by working in our 

sponsorship programs. Meet a few of these 

passionate change-makers for children.

 

We’re happy to introduce you to your Donor 
Services team! Donor Services is made up of people 
who are always happy to help when you call with a 
question. Team members love talking to sponsors, 
and know that your contributions are the reason 
we succeed. We’re also open to feedback to make 
your sponsorship experience the best it can be!  
Have a question about your sponsorship? Give one  
of us a call at 1-800-SAVETHECHILDREN.

Meet DONOR SERVICES

Meet CHESTER  
SPONSORSHIP FIELD OFFICER, MALAWI

There’s nothing Chester is more proud of than being part of  
Save the Children’s early days in Malawi. “Many years ago, I  
sat under an enormous, lonely tree to introduce the benefits of 
sponsorship to community leaders,” Chester recalls. Today, nearly 
a decade later, the tree remains, but it’s surrounded by the  
many classrooms of a sponsorship-supported school — where so 
many boys and girls are thriving. Just think, it all started with the 
conversation Chester had with the community under that big tree! 
Community mobilization is essential to ensuring our sponsorship 
programs thrive, even after we’ve moved on to another community.

Meet JUNIMA  
SPONSORSHIP MANAGER, NEPAL

Junima is always excited to see the happy faces of  
children proudly sharing what they’ve learned in school.  
“It’s wonderful to see children growing up to be people  
they never imagined they could become,” she says. The  
special bond between sponsors and children is heart- 
warming for Junima. “Through their letters, I learned  
that some sponsors don’t have a lot, but they can still  
help children. This shows that it’s not money but heart  
that helps people.”

Meet CARLENE 
LITERACY PROGRAM TUTOR AND  
SPONSORSHIP LIAISON, UNITED STATES

“Seeing a child’s face light up when they receive a letter 
addressed to them will warm your heart,” Carlene says.  
Her passion for sponsorship comes from witnessing  
children who, for the first time, have someone asking about 
their day, saying, “Good job!” or “Hope you’re doing well 
today.” “The children can’t wait to show off their letters.  
And the smile … that precious smile stays on their face  
all day long.”

COUNTRY OFFICE   
LEADERSHIP

Photo: Save the Children in Nepal

Photo: Save the Children in Malawi

Photo: Save the Children U.S. Programs

Save the Children in Afghanistan
Country Director: Ana Maria Locsin
Sponsorship Manager: Dr. Mohammad Ismail Yousofi

Save the Children in Bangladesh
Country Director: Mark Pierce
Sponsorship Manager: Tahmina Haider  

Save the Children in Bolivia
Country Director: Daphne de Souza Lima Sorensen
Sponsorship Manager: Carmen Escobar

Save the Children Dominican Republic
Country Director: Alba Rodrigues
Sponsorship Manager: Herelys Leiva

Save the Children in Egypt
Country Director: Kevin Fitzcharles
Sponsorship Manager: Ahmed Abdel Hamid

Save the Children in El Salvador
Country Director: Rocío Rodriguez
Sponsorship Manager: Ma-Luschka Colindres

Save the Children in Myanmar
Country Director: Michael McGrath
Sponsorship Manager: Thwe Thwe Naing

Save the Children in Nepal-Bhutan
Country Director: Delailah Perez Borja
Sponsorship Manager: Junima Shakya

Save the Children in Niger
Country Director: Paul Armour
Sponsorship Manager: Mossi Hamadou

Save the Children Philippines
Country Director: Ned Olney
Sponsorship Manager: Mona Mariano 

Save the Children in Uganda
Country Director: Brechtje Vanlith
Sponsorship Manager: Samuel Tusubira

Save the Children U.S. Programs
Sponsorship Director: Amanda Kohn
Sponsorship Manager: John “Bo” Batts

Save the Children in Vietnam
Country Director: Dragana Strinic        
Sponsorship Manager: Huong Phan Thi Thu

Save the Children in Zambia
Country Director: Tamer Kirolos
Sponsorship Manager: Agnes Zalila

Save the Children in Ethiopia
Country Director: Ekin Ogutogullari
Sponsorship Manager: Alene Yenew

Save the Children in Haiti
Country Director: Miriam Castaneda
Sponsorship Manager: Floraine Décembre

Save the Children Honduras
CEO: Mariano Planells
Sponsorship Manager: Betulia Zelaya

Save the Children in Indonesia
Country Director: Selina Patta Sumbung
Sponsorship Manager: Martinse Constantina Nabu Bois

Save the Children in Malawi
Country Director: Tina Yu
Sponsorship Manager: Lexon Ndalama

Save the Children in Mali
Country Director: Leïla Bourahla
Sponsorship Manager: Souleymane Djanken Touré

Save the Children Mexico
CEO: Maripina Menendez
Sponsorship Manager: Mariana Macouzet

Save the Children in Mozambique
Country Director: Chance Briggs
Sponsorship Manager: Joao Sitoi

22



 

OUR MISSION
Save the Children believes every child deserves a future. In the United 
States and around the world, we work every day to give children a 
healthy start in life, the opportunity to learn and protection from harm. 
When crisis strikes, and children are most vulnerable, we are always 
among the first to respond and the last to leave. We ensure children’s 
unique needs are met and their voices are heard. We deliver lasting 
results for millions of children, including those hardest to reach.

We do whatever it takes for children — every day and in times of  
crisis — transforming their lives and the future we share. 

501 Kings Highway East
Suite 400
Fairfield, CT 06825
1.800.SAVETHECHILDREN
Sponsor.SavetheChildren.org

There are so many ways to learn  
more about the impact you’re making  
as a sponsor! 

READ Blog.SavetheChildren.org

SHARE SavetheChildren.org/MakingADifference

ACT SavetheChildrenActionNetwork.org

ENGAGE  Sponsor.SavetheChildren.org/MyAccount

FOLLOW  

Photo: Save the Children in Malawi

Children in Malawi send a big 
“Thank you!” to their sponsors. 

http://Sponsor.SavetheChildren.org
http://Blog.SavetheChildren.org
http://SavetheChildren.org/MakingADifference
http://SavetheChildrenActionNetwork.org
http://Sponsor.SavetheChildren.org/MyAccount



