
 

 

 

 

 

 

2000 L Street NW  

Suite 500  

Washington, DC 20036 

1-800 Save the Children 

SavetheChildren.org 

 

 

 

Program Summary 

Projet USAID Nutrition et Hygiène orchestrates the actions 

of Malian communities, the Malian Ministry of Health, and 

the private sector for the improved growth and 

development of Malian children. Within the health system, 

this project supports the Ministry of Health (MOH) in 

improving service delivery to address acute malnutrition 

and integrate nutrition counseling into routine service 

delivery. At the community level, Projet USAID Nutrition 

et Hygiène through a community mobilization process, 

supports community members and groups to take actions in 

promoting specific behaviors and practices for improved 

nutrition outcomes, and stimulates the private sector to 

respond to growing demand for materials used in latrine 

construction and water treatment. 

Projet USAID Nutrition et Hygiène is located in the Sikasso 

Region of Mali, considered the nation's breadbasket in 

terms of agricultural production and market engagement. 

Paradoxically, rates of undernutrition are high in Sikasso 

Region. The project creates and supports a special cadre of 

health care workers skilled in client counseling, and engages 

communities to influence families to diversify food 

production and reserve some of their harvest for household 

consumption and develop strategies to ensure infants and 

children are frequently breastfed and fed despite the 

competing demands for women's labor. 

 
 
 

“ We all know how to breastfeed and realize 

babies should be breastfed frequently, but 

sometimes during the rainy season when we're 

busy in the fields, cultivating and harvesting our 

crops, we're too busy to stop and breastfeed.” 

–Mother, Sikasso Region 
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Nutrition in Mali 

 39 percent of children under 5 in Mali are stunted  

 15 percent of children under 5 are wasted 

 18 percent of children are born with low birth 

weight  

 59 percent of pre-school aged children are Vitamin 

A Deficient 

 56 percent of women of reproductive age are 

anemic 

 67% of households have access to improved 

drinking water 

 41% of households have access to improved 

sanitation facilities 

 

Source: http://globalnutritionreport.org/files/2014/11/gnr14_cp_mali.pdf 
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Program Approach 
Projet USAID Nutrition et Hygiène uses the following 
approaches to engage communities to improve nutrition and 
hygiene: 

 Community Mobilization - Project field staff sensitize 
communities to raise awareness and empower and organize 
them for collective actions to improve the nutrition status of 
their members, particularly pregnant and lactating women and 
children under two (1,000 days). 

o In year two of the project, over 11,000 Women were 
organized into 1,903 Neighborhood Groups as a 
platform for women to learn and support one 
another to adopt improved nutrition and hygiene 
practices. 

o 2339 men were oriented and sensitized on the issues 
of malnutrition and key IYCF practices  

 Farmer Field Schools – Farmers learn techniques that enable 
them to increase their yields, preserve their harvest, and 
maximize their investments; 

 Community-Led Total Sanitation – Facilitators prompt 
collective action to achieve Open Defecation Free status in 
their communities; as a result of WASH activities, more than 
29,000 people gained access to improved sanitation facilities in 
year 2.  

 Community Leaders for Action on Nutrition (CLAN) – 
Influential male leaders are mobilized to position child growth 
and development as central to development and security; 

 Jeunes Filles for Action on Nutrition (JFAN) – Adolescent 
girls are positioned to promote optimal infant and young child 
feeding and care.  

 
Projet USAID Nutrition et Hygiène supports the Malian Ministry 
of Health by: 

 Providing equipment and supplies essential for the treatment 
of acute malnutrition 

 Training district-level staff in data and commodity 
management 

 Training health care workers to provide quality nutrition 

counselling as a critical component of facility based visits for 
pregnant and lactating mothers, emphasizing good 
interpersonal communication techniques.  

 


