indian ocean tsunami
September 11, 2001
	October 2, 2001

Terror Attacks in New York, Washington DC & Pennsylvania Kill 3,017 People and Injure 6,291
First of Seven Anthrax Letters Discovered, Eventually Killing Five People in Deadliest Biological Weapon Attack in American History

iran earthquake

HIV/AIDS

	October 25, 2003

California Cedar Fire Ignites, Destroying 2,232 Homes and Registering as Worst California Wildfire to date

	March 21, 2005

Red Lake, Minnesota High School Student Kills Ten Students, Including Himself

August 29, 2005

Hurricane Katrina Strikes Gulf Coast, Killing 1,836 Americans and Displacing One Million More

Madrid Train BombApril 16, 2007

Student Kills 32 Fellow Students and Injures 23 at Virginia Tech

August 1, 2007

Collapse of I-35W Bridge in Minneapolis Kills 13 and Injures 100

February 5, 2008

September 13, 2008
December 1, 2008

	June 11, 2009

Deadliest Tornadoes in 20 Years Kill 57 people

pakistan earthqu

Hurricane Ike Makes Landfall in the United States, Flooding 100,000 Homes in Texas
	Worst Recession Since 1930s Officially Declared, 5.7 Million Jobs Lost

H1N1 Influenza Virus Declared First Pandemic in 41 Years

Darfur

THE DISASTER DECADE
lessons unlearned for the united states

natural disasters

terror attacks

wildfires an

tornadoes

The Disaster Decade — the
catastrophic events that defined
the last ten years — changed
America and the world forever.
Here at home, we struggled to prepare for and respond to
unforeseen security threats: natural, manmade, health and
economic. As we did so, our youngest and most vulnerable
citizens were left even more vulnerable by a disaster relief
system that didn’t address their needs.

CHILDREN IN
SCHOOLS OR CHILD
CARE ARE AT RISK

KIDS ARE INVISIBLE
DURING DISASTER
RELIEF EFFORTS

There are 67 million children in American
schools and child care facilities at any given
point on a weekday. Children are most
vulnerable when they are away from their
families. If a disaster strikes, it’s crucial
that parents are able to quickly reunite with
their children in a safe place. After Katrina,
it took up to six months to reunify some
children with their families. Of all 50 states
and the District of Columbia, Save the Children found that:

When forced to evacuate from their homes,
many people—particularly the poor—have
no choice but to turn to emergency shelters. Unfortunately, our national sheltering
system doesn’t adequately account for the
unique needs of children, making them
vulnerable to injury and abuse.

•

•

14% of states meet all four basic
emergency preparedness standards for
licensed child care facilities and K – 12
schools.
41% require all licensed child care
facilities to have a written evacuation
and relocation plan.

•

29% require all licensed child care
facilities to have a written plan to notify
parents during an emergency.

•

22% require a written plan for accommodating all children with special
needs during an emergency evacuation
and relocation.

• Children are only sometimes counted
separately from adults in shelter
facilities, making it difficult to provide
services that meet the specific needs of
children and keep them safe.
• Shelters rarely keep families separated
from the rest of the population, making
kids vulnerable to abuse, violence and
even rape.
• Convicted sex offenders are only asked
to self report when entering a shelter.
Following Hurricane Ike, it was reported
that at one shelter alone, 35 sex offenders self reported. It’s likely that many
more didn’t report, making children in
the shelter especially vulnerable.

disasters

recessio
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A Five-point plan
nthrax letters
toward positive
THE RECESSION PUTS THE
NEXT GENERATION’S
FUTURE AT STAKE
During the current recession, evidence is mounting that children are being harmed by the
serious economic effects on families.
• One in 33 Americans is facing foreclosure, which means families are forced
to double up with family members, move
to cheaper housing, or worse, homeless
shelters.
• A change in home often means a change
in school as well, and researchers have
found that when kids change schools,
high school graduation rates are reduced
by 50 percent.

• Hospitals across the country have seen
a recent spike in child abuse, much of
which they attribute to the stress of families’ financial difficulties: the number
of cases screened rose 20 percent at
Boston’s Children’s Hospital. At Seattle
Children’s Hospital the number of confirmed cases rose 27 percent.
• Since June 2008, food assistance
requests have risen by as much as 40
percent, and food programs have been
forced to turn away people who are
hungry.

change

Disasters can strike at any moment. Natural catastrophies,
the threat of terrorism, health threats and other disasters
will continue unabated. There are steps we can take that will
go a long way toward making sure that a disaster’s impact on
children doesn’t become a disaster in its own right.
1.

Establish National Disaster Preparedness Standards for Child Care Centers
and Schools

2.

Establish an Office of Children’s Advocacy at FEMA

3.

To Ensure Child Care Facilites Can Rebuild and Restore Services More
Quickly Following a Disaster, Make them Eligible for Federal Disaster Aid

4.

Establish a White House Commission on the Effects of the Recession on
Children

5.

Create a Federal Public Awareness Campaign to Educate Families about
Protecting Children During Disasters

Save the Children’s U.S. Programs runs one of the most
innovative and robust private disaster programs for children in the
United States. Our teams are on the ground before, during and
after major events to ensure the safety and well-being of children
in shelters, as well as recovery for the local communities. We also
advocate for policy changes at the local, state and federal level.

* = Regulations under revision
Alabama
Arkansas

A REPORT CARD:

ARE THE STATES PREPARED TO PROTECT
CHILDREN DURING DISASTERS?

Hawaii
New Hampshire
Maryland
Massachusetts
Vermont
Delaware
New York

Evacuation Plan

A law or regulation requiring all licensed childcare facilities to
have a multi-hazard written evacuation and relocation plan.

North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma*
California*
Mississippi*
Pennsylvania

Reunification Efforts

In order to facilitate reunification of children and parents in the
event of an emergency, a law or regulation requiring all licensed
child care facilities to have a written plan to notify parents of an
emergency.

South Carolina*

Evacuation Plan

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In context of a written emergency evacuation and relocation
plan, a law or regulation that requires a written plan for accommodating all children with special needs enrolled in a particular
licensed child care facility.

Tennessee
Texas
Utah

•
•

Arizona
D.C.

•

Florida*
Georgia
Kentucky*
Minnesota
Nevada

•

New Jersey
North Dakota

A law or regulation requiring a multi-hazard hazard disaster plan.

Oregon
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Virginia*
Indiana

Research was conducted by Brown Buckley Tucker and
reflects action in relevant state administrative offices and state
legislatures as of June 10, 2009. For more information about this
report—Including methodology or background materials—please
contact Save the Children’s U.S. Programs at 202-640-6600.

•
•
•
•
•
•

New Mexico*

K-12 Written Procedure for
Disaster Planning

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alaska
Colorado

Connecticut

Special Needs of Children in Child Care

Reunification
Efforts

Illinois
Maine
Washington*

•

Special Needs
of Children in
Child Care

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

K-12 Written
Procedure for
Disaster Planning

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Idaho
Iowa
Louisiana
Missouri*

Mark Shriver, Managing Director
Save the Children U.S. Programs, savethechildren.org

Kansas*
Michigan
Montana
Nebraska*
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming*
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