
 

 
An open letter to Ban Ki-moon and world leaders 

 
781 million people are illiterate worldwide.  
 
Those 781 million people cannot understand a voting form, or the label on a medicine 
bottle. They cannot read a newspaper. They are denied the dignity the ability to read and 
write brings to people’s lives.  
 
As writers, we know the power of words. We believe it is unacceptable for anyone not to 
have the opportunity to become literate. As a global community we must ensure that all 
children are guaranteed the opportunity to attend school. 
 
But the truth is that many children are missing out simply because of where they are 
born. Over half of the world’s out of school children, 37 million, live in countries 
affected by conflict. War in these countries has destroyed schools, forced teachers to flee, 
and caused education systems to collapse. 
 
On 25 September 2008 you will meet in New York to discuss the Millennium 
Development Goals. 
 

• We call on you to take action to make the Millennium Development Goal on 
education a reality – that by 2015 every child is receiving an education, and 
developing the ability to read and write. 

 
• We call on you to ensure those children that are hardest to reach, such as those 
affected by conflict, are not left behind. 

 
We call on the world’s leaders (who have the responsibility, power and opportunity) to 
take the urgent action that is needed to make education for all a reality. 
 
This open letter is signed by 260 writers from 49 countries 
 
Algeria Saadi, Amine 
 
Australia Solding, Anna 
 
Austria  Eberstaller, Sigrid; Rapp, Brigitte; Richter, Werner 
 
Bangladesh Hoque Anisul; Rahman, Anisur 
 
Belgium Dalhoff, Wiebke; De Saedeleer, Majo; Stessens, An 
 
Bosnia and Herzegovina Stanisic, Sasa 
 
Canada Orbinsky, James; Morley, David 
 
China  Geng, Zhihui 



 
Colombia Restrepo, Laura 
 
Denmark Altschuler, Sally; Andersen, Trine; Kjaergaard, Jytte; Kleemann, Jessie; 

Klich, Kent; Plenge, Vagn 
 
Egypt  el-Ghitani, Gamal 
 
Ethopia Ambatchew, Abiye Daniel; Woldemariam, Befekadu Bekele 
 
Finland Hiidenmaa, Pirjo; Johansson, Heidi; Kivelä, Malin; Lindfors, Bodil; 

Marttinen, Tittamari; Niklander, Hannu; Pietiäinen, Jukka-Pekka; 
Rotkirch, Kristina; Wikholm-Östling, Gungerd 

 
France  Hobson, Victoria 
 
Germany Hallberg, Jana; Haslinger, Josef; Kinkel, Tanja; Kuttner, Sarah; Maar, Paul 
 
Ghana  Okai, Atukwei 
 
Greece  Sotiriadou, Klety 
 
Guatemala Oxlaj Cúmez, Miguel Angel 
 
Iceland   Árnadóttir, Olga Guðrún; Árnason, Örnólfur; Ásmundsdóttir, Guðrún; 
  Bárudóttir, Embla Ýr; Benediktsdóttir, Þóra; Bergmann, Guðrún G.;  
  Dagsdóttir, Úlfhildur; Daníelsson, Jón; Davíðsdóttir, Sigurlína;  
  Eggertsson, Þorsteinn; Einarsson, Sveinn; Eldjárn, Sigrún; Gestsdóttir, 
  Ragnheiður; Gestsson, Þorgrímur; Grímsdóttir, Vigdís; Guðbergsson, 
  Þórir; Gunnarsdóttir, Kristín Helga; Gunnarsdóttir, Nanna;   
  Ingimarsdóttir, Friðbjörg; Ingólfsdóttir, Anna R.; Jónsdóttir, Áslaug;  
  Kristný, Gerður; Máni, Stefán; Matthíasdóttir, Magnea J.; Norðdahl,  
  Eiríkur Örn; Pálsson, Páll Kristinn; Sveinsson, Guðjón; Þorkelsson,  
  Sigurbjörn; Þráinsson, Þorgrímur; Ágústína; Bjarkadóttir, Björk;  
  Guðmundsson, Helgi; Gunnarsdóttir, Elín Ebba; Gunnarsson, Pétur; 
  Harðarson, Hrafn Andrés; Harðarsson, Ísak; Jóhannsdóttir, Elín Elísabet; 
  Jónsdóttir, Inga Birna; Sen, Oddný; Sjón; Stefánsson, Þór; Steinsdóttir, 
  Iðunn; Sveinsson, Sveinn Snorri 
 
India  Anand, Paro; Dasgupta, Sanjukta; DCruz, Rubin 
 
Islamic Republic of Iran Taheri, Farzaneh; Moghaddam, E. Haddadian 
 
Ireland Dwyer, Helen; Zeuli, Giuliana 
 
Israel  Spira, Ruth 
 
Italy  Ammary, Silvia; Arslan, Antonia; Beiu-Paladi, Luminitza; Cangemi, Laura; 

Colusso, Tiziana; De Marco, Katia 
 
Kenya  Wu  Goro, Wangui 



 
Malawi Chikoti, Shadreck 
 
Mexico Poniatowska, Elena 
 
Mongolia Khaidav, Chilaajav; Luvsandamba, Dashnyam 
 
Montenegro Vuskovic, Lina 
 
Mozambique  Couto, Mia 
 
Netherlands Jurg, Wim; Ugresic, Dubravka 
 
Norway Eira, Inga Ravna; Gawronska Pettersson, Barbara; Lorentzen, Jørgen; 

Roeim, Jørn 
 
Palestine Toukan, Toukan; ALKurdi, Safa 
 
Philippines Bellen, Christine 
 
Portugal Saramago, Jose 
 
Russian Federation Fonyakov, Ilya; Muradyan, Katarina 
 
Serbia  Cirjanic, Gordana; Vukicevic, Danica 
 
South Africa Mhlope, Gcina 
 
Spain  Camps Monfa, Carme; Ferrari, Maria Angela 
 
Sweden  Alakoski, Susanna; Alfredsson, Karin; Arnqvist, Maria; Axlesson, Roland; 

Beckman, Vanna; Bendt, Ingela; Berggren, Mats; Bergh, Magnus; Björk, 
Moa-Lisa; Boberg, Helena; Chen Axelsson, Xuefei; Corneliuson, Cay; de 
Vylder, Stefan; Delblanc, Aimee; Ehlin, Eva; Ekman, Henrik; Engdahl, 
Horace; Eyre, Marianne; Farahani, Fataneh; Fundin Pourshahidi, Monica; 
Gourman, Jurij; Grundström, Erik; Güettler, Kalle; Gålmark, Lisa; 
Hamberg, Maria; Hamnegård, Anna; Hassen Khemiri, Jonas; Hauser, 
Solveig; Hesselgren, Erika; Huuva, Rose-Marie; Israel, Dan; Jonsson, 
Stefan; Kalmteg, Lina; Kempe, Mats; Lein, Cato; Leonardz, Jenny; 
Lindqvist, Karl; Linnell, Björn; Lorenz, Elisabeth; Lundahl, Mikela; 
Lundgren, Gunilla; Mankell, Henning; Malmer, Lennart; Milits, Birgitta; 
Olsson, Petra; Orrebrink, Sofia; Palmberg, Mai; Pentangelo, Raffaele; 
Persson, Hans; Persson, Per Erik; Rausing, Sigrid; Ristarp, Jan; Sandén, 
Mårten; Schenck, Linda; Shafran, Dan; Silfverhielm, Lotta; Sjögren, 
Viveka; Stare, Jacqueline; Stig, Oline; Stoor, Krister; Svanberg, Cecilia; 
Söderlund, Mats; Uddén, Anna; Weissenberg, Dan; Wessel, Viveca; 
Wesslen, Sandra; Wikse, Maria; Winberg, Gunilla; Wirsén, Carin; Öberg, 
Helena 

 
Switzerland Pfister Fetz, Nicole; Lundquist-Rosenqvist, Ulla; Martinelli, Perla 
 



Tanzania Dumea, Pilli Hamidu 
 
Turkey Eradam, Yusuf; Karantay, Suat; Nilufer, Saliha; Paker, Saliha; Sarikaya, 

Shirvan Nuray 
 
Uganda Magoba, Waalabyeki 
 
UK Ariss, Paul; Aylen, Peggy; Baraitser, Marion; Bhattacharyya, Sonali; Case, 

Geoffrey; Coats, Lucy; Cronin, Maggie; Cross, Gillian; Curtis, Richard; 
Day, Martin; Dix, Carol; East, Helen; Epstein, BJ; Evans, Lisa; Flahant, 
Ray; Gifford, Griselda  ; Grant, Gwen; Gupta, Rahila; Hendry, Diana; 
Herzog, Valerie; Kimber, Cliff; Langebek, Line; Leigh, Mike; Matthews, 
Jackie; Moses, Brian; Murrell, Rachel; Nobbs, David; Perera, Anna; 
Pilkington, John; Pullman, Philip; Pye, Marc; Richemont, Enid; Sanders, 
Eric; Suzuma, Tabitha; Stoppard, Tom: Taylor, Ron; Thompson, Emma; 
Thorne, Jack; Vasili, Phil; Way, Katherine; Westrup, Deborah; Whelan, 
Bridget; Whittington, Amanda 

 
United States Bardach, Ann-Louise; Mukherjee, Bharati; Fleischman, Paul; Jordan, 

Hillary; Kessler, Liz; Newson-Horst, Adele; Schnee, Samantha; Sobel, 
Dava 

 
Uzbekistan Abidov, Azam 
 
Vietnam Thai, Ho Anh 
 
Zimbabwe Dangarembga, Tsitsi; Eppel, John 
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