Pandemic Flu News & Guidance Links for Health Professionals & Outbreak Responders
Updated Sep. 15, 2011 (Input to estarbuck@savechildren.org please)
1.  Influenza - official sites (sometimes a little slow with breaking news, until confirmed) 

www.who.int/csr/disease/influenza/  WHO Global Alert & Response / Global Influenza Program (GIP)
http://ecdc.europa.eu/  European CDC (Good risk assessments & public health guidance documents)
www.cdc.gov/flu/whatsnew.htm  US CDC  (www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/  Friday US surveillance update)
www.flu.gov/  U.S. Dep. of Health & Human Services (US “MOH.”  Guidelines, checklists, etc.) 

www.influenzatraining.org/  WHO/GIP Infl. Training Network (incl. slide sets from CDC & others)

www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/files/87/countryinfo.pdf  CIDRAP’s links to official sites around the world
2.  Avian flu – official sites (sometimes a little slow with breaking news, until confirmed)
www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/  WHO (human H5N1 cases & pandemic flu)
www.chp.gov.hk/en/guideline1_year/29/134/441/332.html  Hong Kong Dep. of Health weekly report

www.oie.int/animal-health-in-the-world/web-portal-on-avian-influenza/  OIE: H5N1 in birds from 2003. www.fao.org/avianflu/   FAO (UN Food & Agricultural Organization) on H5N1.
3.  Timely independent expert reporting & analysis of important flu news
www.cidrap.umn.edu/  CIDRAP, Univ. of Minn.: See the “overviews” & many other good resources
www.promedmail.com  ProMED-mail: Expert vetted but a bit slow (Intl. Society for Infectious Diseases).  
www.virology.ws/  Virology Blog (by a virology professor, with occasional posts on flu)

4.  Selected avian/pandemic flu news, regularly updated (incl. trusted blogs with short commentary)
http://afludiary.blogspot.com/  Avian Flu Diary (Florida-based.  Experienced & trusted.)
http://crofsblogs.typepad.com/h5n1/  H5N1 (Vancouver, Canada-based.  Experienced.)

http://hygimia69.blogspot.com/  A Times Memory (Italy-based)

http://arkanoidlegent.blogspot.com/  Arkanoid Legent (Malaysia-based)

http://birdflucorner.wordpress.com/  Indonesia: Bird Flu Info. Corner (Kobe & Airlangga Universities)
http://pandemicinformationnews.blogspot.com/  H5N1 Pand. Info. News (US.  Computer translations.)

5.  Frequently updated news or specific searches (Beware of errors in media understanding of flu science,  

            & of exaggeration of threats in the blog “Recombinomics”)
www.newsnow.co.uk/h/Hot+Topics/Flu+Pandemics  NewsNow (Beware, old news stories reappearing) 
www.newfluwiki2.com/  Flu Wiki Forum (managed by a Connecticut MD flu expert - a neighbor of Eric’s!) 
http://www.flutrackers.com/  FluTrackers (news/blogging by country/issue – see page on Latest Posts)
http://news.google.com/news/advanced_news_search (Use search criteria: location, time period, etc.)

http://healthmap.org/promed/  HealthMap ProMED (use the “Advanced Search” feature)

http://healthmap.org/predict/  HealthMap PREDICT (use the “Advanced Search” feature)
6.  Flu surveillance trends  

http://isdsdistribute.org/ Distribute:  Flu trends in US states & cities based on data from these jurisdictions
www.google.org/flutrends/  Google flu trends in 20+ countries, based on # of flu-related Google searches

7.  WHO, ECDC, & CDC journals (most content is not flu-related)
www.who.int/wer/2011/  WHO Weekly Epidemiological Record (WER) (posted every Thurs. or Fri.)
www.eurosurveillance.org/Public/Articles/Archives.aspx  Eurosurveillance (posted on Thursdays)
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/weekcvol.html  MMWR (Morbidity & Mortality Weekly Report, US CDC, Fridays)

www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/  Emerging Infectious Diseases (US CDC monthly)

8.  NGO pandemic preparedness & response at district & community levels in low resource settings
www.coregroup.org/our-technical-work/initiatives/h2p  CORE Group (Fewer documents than H2P site)

www.pandemicpreparedness.org/  H2P (Many documents in many languages, including the LAC Toolkit)
www.savethechildren.org/publications/technical-resources/avian-flu/  Save the Children (SC) external
https://savenet2.savechildren.org/op/ip/gss/Pages/AvianFluUpdates.aspx  SC internal (more up-to date)

9.  Key government guidance on public health interventions (including NPIs) & home care
a. Interim Pre-Pandemic Planning Guidance: Community Strategy for Pandemic Influenza Mitigation in the U.S. - Early, Targeted, Layered Use of Nonpharmaceutical Interventions, US CDC, Feb. 2007 (10 MB): http://pandemicflu.gov/professional/community/community_mitigation.pdf
b. Guide to public health measures to reduce the impact of influenza pandemics in Europe –‘The ECDC Menu,’ Sep. 2009: http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/0906_TER_Public_Health_Measures_for_Influenza_Pandemics.pdf
c. Community case management during an influenza outbreak:  A training package for community health workers, WHO, 2011: www.who.int/influenza/resources/documents/community_case_management_flipbook/en/index.html   
d. The Flu: Caring for Someone Sick at Home, US CDC, Dec. 2010:  www.cdc.gov/flu/homecare/ 
e. Influenza Pandemic Planning:  Business Continuity Planning Guide, Government of New Zealand, Dec. 2009: www.med.govt.nz/upload/27552/Business-Continuity-Planning.pdf or www.med.govt.nz/templates/MultipageDocumentTOC____14455.aspx 
f. Review of evidence base underpinning the UK influenza pandemic preparedness strategy, March 2011:  www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/DH_125318

OTHER FLU LINKS
10.  Video (documentaries – science, 1918, H5N1, produced 2000 - 2010):       

                      
           
a. www.upmc-biosecurity.org/website/resources/multimedia/2000-hospitals-full-up/  Hospitals Full-Up: The 1918 Influenza Pandemic, 8 mins., Johns Hopkins Center for Civilian Biodefense Studies, Nov. 2000.  Very good.  (Also at:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpzxNoLZx0w&mode=related&search)

b. www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/body/1918-flu.html  1918 Flu, 13 minutes, Nova Science Now, PBS, Nov. 2006.  Excellent introduction to pandemic flu, 1918, & H5N1.

c. www.nusura.com/content/h5n1-case-study  H5N1 – The Next Pandemic?  22 minutes, Nusura, Inc., 2008.  An excellent introduction to H5N1 & the pandemic threat, focusing on challenges in Vietnam & other developing countries, with interviews of the CDC’s Nancy Cox & others.  (Also at:              www.fbi-isa.org/default.aspx?menuitemid=145&menugroup=Videos & http://afludiary.blogspot.com/2011/07/video-h5n1-next-pandemic.html)

d. www.archive.org/details/gov.hhs.cms.006719  We Heard the Bells:  The Influenza of 1918, 57 minutes, US Department of Health & Human Services, 2010.  Where did the 1918 flu come from, why was it so lethal, what did we learn, & how is it related to the current threat?  Good, but exaggerates current capabilities to respond to a severe pandemic.

e. www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/episodes/h5n1-killer-flu/video-full-episode/1109/  Wide Angle:  H5N1 - Killer Flu, ~55 minutes, PBS, Sep. 2005.  Investigates the pandemic threat & Vietnam’s response to outbreaks.  Good, but suggestions that H5N1 will eventually go pandemic are incorrect.  Pandemics will happen, but H5N1 may never go pandemic.

f. www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/influenza/player/  The American Experience:  Influenza 1918, 50 minutes, PBS, ~2006?.  Focuses on the 1918 US setting & survivors’ memories. 

g. http://video.pbs.org/video/1240086878/   Secrets of the Dead:  Killer Flu, 55 minutes, PBS, ~2006?.  Good, but focuses on theories about the relationship of the pandemic to WWI, while ignoring most parts of the world not involved in the war, such as India, where over 18 million people died.

11.  The Best of the Best Papers on 1918
a. Jeffery K. Taubenberger & David M. Morens, 1918 Influenza: The Mother of All Pandemics, Emerging Infectious Diseases, Jan. 2006: http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/past-issues/volume-12.htm 
b. Niall P. A. S. Johnson & Juergen Mueller, Updating the Accounts:  Global Mortality of the 1918–1920 “Spanish” Influenza Pandemic, Bull. Hist. Med., 2002, 76: 105–115: www.birdflubook.org/resources/NIALL105.pdf  

c. Markel H, Lipman HB, Navarro JA, et al. Nonpharmaceutical interventions implemented by US cities during the 1918-1919 influenza pandemic. JAMA 2007, Aug 8; 298(6): 644-54:  http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/reprint/298/6/644.pdf 

d. Hatchett RJ, Mecher CE, Lipsitch M. Public health interventions and epidemic intensity during the 1918 influenza pandemic. Proc Natl Acad Sci 2007, May 1; 104(18): 7582-7: www.pnas.org/content/104/18/7582.full.pdf
e. Bootsma CJ, Ferguson NM. The effect of public health measures on the 1918 influenza pandemic in US cities. Proc Natl Acad Sci 2007 May 1;104(18):7588-93: www.pnas.org/content/104/18/7588.full.pdf 
12.  Books:  Have you read each of these outstanding books?
a. Alfred Crosby, America’s Forgotten Pandemic (also published as Epidemic and Peace: 1918),

b. Karl Taro Greenfeld, China Syndrome (SARS), &

c. Alan Sipress, The Fatal Strain (H5N1).
